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Title 
External contractors for nurses 

Reference Number:  RDF2583-24 
Date of Response: 14/06/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
 

1. The amount your Trust has spent on external contractors for nurses 
broken down by each financial year since 2015/16. 
 Northern  Eastern 
2015/16 £6,572,563 2015/16 £3,419,625 
2016/17 £1,920,692 2016/17 £2,753,886 
2017/18 £544,124 2017/18 £3,141,573 
2018/19 £756,337 2018/19 £5,197,737 
2020/21 £569,275 2019/20 £4,302,475 
2021/22 £2,070,440 2020/21 £2,148,430 
2022/23 £5,365,413 2021/22 £4,444,544 
  2022/23 £7,021,958 

2023/24 East & North - £7,077,670.37 

 
2. The number of external contractors for nurses that your Trust has 

employed broken down by each financial year since 2015/16. 
 

15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 
14 14 15 24 22 19 24 30 37 

 
3. The number of nurses the external contractor has provided your Trust 

broken down by each financial year since 2015/16. 
*Section 12 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  Please see full 
exemption on page 2. 
 

4. The proportion in percentage terms of your Trust’s nursing staff which is 
made up of nurses from external contractors broken down by each 
financial year since 2015/16. 
Joint response: 

15/16 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 
8.62% 4.11% 3.26% 5.08% 5.09% 2.08% 4.53% 4.57% 4.04% 
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* Question 3 - Section 12 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
The Trust has considered your request, however, to provide you with the 
information requested would require the manual extraction of data.  The reason 
being that this data is live data and not held in electronic format that is easily 
accessible. 
 
To carry out this work would exceed the appropriate cost limit as set out in 
Section 12 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and is therefore exempt.  
  
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Section 12 (1) and defined in the 
Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) 
Regulations 2004, a public authority is not obliged to comply with a request for 
information if it estimates the cost of complying would exceed the appropriate 
limit.  The limit of £450 represents the estimated cost of one person spending 
two and a half days in determining whether the Trust holds the information, 
locating, retrieving and extracting that information.  
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