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Bariatric patient equipment 

Reference Number:  RDF2703-24 
Date of Response: 08/08/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
 
Under The Freedom of Information Act 2000, could you kindly answer the following 
questions: 
 
1. I wish to know how much your trust has spent on specialist bariatric equipment for 
obese/bariatric patients (patients over 160kg) during the last three financial years? 
 
2. Please give a breakdown of the type of equipment used by the trust and the 
amounts spent, split between Rental expenditure and Purchased Equipment? 
2.1. If equipment used is on a Rental basis, please specify if this was under a 
contract basis or ad hoc? 
2.2. When is the contract due for renewal?   
2.3. If known, who is the contract with 
2.4. If under a contract, please supply the means of contract award, i.e., framework 
or direct award. 
 
Please find the full Trust breakdown attached, extracted from the Trust’s Procurement 
data.  
 
The Trust hire Bariatric Beds, Mattresses, Seating, Commodes and Hoists. 
 For rental equipment, no contract is in place as the Trust rent the equipment on an 
ad-hoc basis. 
 
 The Trust spend on equipment is excluded under Section 43 of the Freedom of 
information Act.  Please see full exemption. *Section 43 on page 2. 
 
 
3. How many Bariatric beds does the Trust own? 
The Trust Is not able to accurately respond to this question.    The purchasing data 
held by the Trust does not always distinguish between renting and purchasing. 
 
We can say that two of the items on the attached CSV data were purchased as they 
have Capital cost codes. 
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*Section 43 
 
The information requested is commercially sensitive and its release would or would be 
likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust. 
As such, the trusts apply Section 43 exemption under Section 43(2) the Freedom of 
Information Act. 
 
 The Trust has balanced the public interest in withholding the information against the 
public interest in disclosure.   
 

Public Interest Test (PIT) - Non- Disclosure: -  
Excluded under Section 43 because prices/spend would give potential suppliers an 
unfair advantage over other bidders when bidding for future work.  That advantage 
would contravene the principle of fairness required from the Trust in Regulation 18 of 
the Public Contracts Regulations 2015. 
 
 
Public Interest Test (PIT) – For Disclosure   
The Trust understand the need for openness and accountability for tender processes 
and price, and it recognises the need for value of money.  
 
 The Trust has considered all the relevant factors in the public interest test and 
concluded that the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs the public 
interest in releasing the information requested as a result of the prejudices and losses 
that would potentially affect the Trust and patients. As such this information is being 
withheld under Section 43 (2).   
 

 


