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Child exploitation referrals 

Reference Number:  RDF3404 - 25 
Date of Response: 05/06/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 

 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 

1. The number of referrals made by your NHS Trust to other authorities - such as 
the police or social services - when there was a suspicion that a child is a victim 
of exploitation (sexual, criminal, gang-based grooming) for the years 2010 (or 
earliest available year of data) - 2024 inclusive. 

2020 8 

2021 7 

2022 7 

2023 *≤5 

2024 *≤5 

We do not hold patient identifiable information for where there is a suspicion of a child 
who is a victim of exploitation.  The earliest year of data available is 2020 and this is 
only for Northern Services.  Joint data for Eastern and Northern services has only been 
collated since February 2025. 

We are not able to provide the specific type of exploitation since this work would take 
a clinician more than 18 hours to interrogate the identified referrals.  

The SARC team would have to manual search through all referrals to try to identify 
such data. 

This would necessitate a * Section 12 Freedom of Information exemption.  Please see 
full exemption on page 2 and 3. 

*Section 40 (2) - Less than five (*≤5) Exemption 

In accordance with Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), we 
are unable to provide figures where the number of complaints is less than five and 
could risk the identification of those staff/patient(s) involved and breach both data 
protection and Caldicott principles. In these cases, the figure ≤5 has been applied to 
indicate that a figure between 1 and 5 is being suppressed.   

This follows NHS Digital (formerly Health and Social Care Information Centre 
(HSCIC)) analysis guidance (2014) which states that small numbers within local 
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authorities, wards, postcode districts, CCG’s providers and Trusts may allow 
identification of patients/staff and should not be published.  

1. The number of risks assessments conducted on children where there was 
concern that they had been the victim of child sexual exploitation (using the same 
timeframe as above). 

 This information is not available to extract from our records. 

There is ongoing work to embed a child exploitation risk assessment into the 
electronic patient record going forward. 

2. Details of your NHS Trusts' CSE safeguarding arrangements, including work in 
multi-agency partnerships. 

Our Trust also has strong safeguarding arrangements in place supported by an 
Integrated Safeguarding Team.  This includes a Senior Specialist Safeguarding 
Nurse for exploitation and sexual health who plays a key role in supporting children 
and young people at risk.  The specialist nurse represents the trust at the following 
multiagency meetings: 

• SMART Panel 

• Complex strategy meetings 

• MACE 

• Devon Preventing Serious Violence Partnership 

• Devon Safeguarding Children’s Partnership including Child Sexual Abuse 
subgroup. 

• DSCP Child Exploitation Operational Task & Finish Group  

The Trust is also represented on the: 

• Southwest Prevent Partnership and Devon & Torbay Prevent Partnership. 

• Devon, Cornwall & Torbay Modern Slavery Partnership 

3. The number of staff employed by your NHS Trust who have received training on 
CSE. 

• Total RDUH staff requiring Level 2 & 3 Safeguarding Children training is 9400. 

• Staff who are required by the Intercollegiate document to receive 
safeguarding children training at Level 2 & 3 will have received training on 
CSE.   

• The current Trust compliance for Level 3 safeguarding children training is 
71.43%. 

• The current Trust compliance for Level 2 Safeguarding Children training is 
87.8%. 

• There are also bespoke CSE training sessions provided by the Named Nurse 
and Specialist Nurse for Exploitation to paediatrics and ED. 

*Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 

The Trust has considered your request however, to provide you with the information 
requested would require the manual extraction and manipulation of information from 
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various sources. To carry out this work would exceed the appropriate cost limit as set 
out in Section 12 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and is therefore exempt.  

 Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Section 12 (1) and defined in the Freedom 
of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, a 
public authority is not obliged to comply with a request for information if it estimates 
that the cost of complying would exceed the appropriate limit.  The limit of £450 
represents the estimated cost of one person spending two and a half days in 
determining whether the Trust holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting 
that information.  


