
 

 
 

Clostridioides difficile & Infectious diseases  

Reference Number:  RDF3287-25 
Date of Response: 23/04/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 

I hope you are well. Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I would like to 
request the following information regarding Clostridioides difficile (C. diff) infections 
and other infectious diseases within your NHS Trust: 

1. The total number of reported C. diff infections within your Trust for each of the 
past five calendar years (2020–2024). 

 

Year Reported C.diff Infections 

2020 103 

2021 121 

2022 134 

2023 130 

2024 198 

Total 686 

 

2. A breakdown of C. diff cases by hospital site (if applicable) for each of the 
past five years. 

 

Hospital Site 
Hospital 

Site 
Code 

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Exmouth hospital RH858   0 0 0 0 ≤5 

Haldon unit RWVDL 0 0 0 0 ≤5 

Franklyn 
community 
hospital 

RWV98 0 0 0 0 0 

Honiton hospital RH854 0 0 ≤5 0 0 



Hospital Site 
Hospital 

Site 
Code 

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

NHS Walk-In 
Centre RH8H8 0 0 0 0 ≤5 

North Devon 
District Hospital RBZ12 17 8 16 17 28 

North Devon 
District Hospital 
(A&E) 

RBZ20 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 0 0 

Royal Devon & 
Exeter Hospital 
(Wonford) 

RH801 52 60 75 56 80 

Sidmouth Ward 
Presc 

RH8F4 ≤5 0 0 0 0 

South molton 
hospital 

RBZ99 0 0 ≤5 0 0 

Stratton hospital REF90 0 0 0 0 ≤5 

Tiverton and 
district hospital 

RH853 0 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 

Victoria hospital 
(sidmouth) 

RH859 0 ≤5 0 ≤5 0 

Not assigned to 
hospital site 

  32 49 37 53 83 

Totals 103 121 134 130 198 

 

Section 40 (2) – Personal Information  
  
In accordance with Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we 
are unable to provide figures where the number of patients is less than five and 
could risk the identification of those patients and breach Caldicott principles. In 
these cases ≤5 is used to indicate that a figure between 1 and 5 is being 
suppressed.  
 
Please note that if only one cell in a column required suppression, at least one 
other number has been suppressed to avoid calculation of suppressed values 
from the totals. 
   
The Trust considers that disclosure of the information risks identifying 
individuals. The reason for this is that the number of patients for which this 
applies is very low. This and the fact that the data requested relates to the 
RDUH Trust only and therefore relates to patients treated in a specific location 
(rather than covering a larger geographical area), increases the risk of 
identification or self-identification.       
   
The Trust’s view is that the Freedom of Information Exemption – Section 40(2) 
is applicable because disclosure of information which could lead to a patient 



being identified would be a breach of the patient’s rights under the Data 
Protection Act Data Protection Principles set out in Schedule 1 of the GDPR, 
namely Principle 1.     
   
This follows NHS Digital (formerly HSCIC) analysis guidance (2014) which 
states that small numbers within local authorities, wards, postcode districts, 
CCG’s providers and Trusts may allow identification of patients/staff and should 
not be published.  

 

3. The total number of extra bed days associated with C. diff infections in each of 
the past five years. 

This information is not recorded in documentation within the Trust, therefore, 
we are unable to release any information in response to this question. 

 

4. The total number of C. diff diagnostic tests (and cost per test) performed 
annually from 2020 to 2024. 

 

Year Reported C.diff tests 

2020 1,019 

2021 6,002 

2022 8,452 

2023 11,036 

2024 12,215 

Total 38,724 

 
 
Section 43 (2) - Commercial Interests  
  
The Trust holds this test cost information.   
 
This information is commercially sensitive and its release would or would be 
likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust. In applying the 
exemption under Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act the Trust has 
balanced the public interest in withholding the information against the public 
interest in disclosure.   
 
Releasing this financial information would give potential suppliers an unfair 
advantage over other bidders when bidding for future work. That advantage 
would contravene the principle of fairness required from the Trust in Regulation 
18 of the Public Contracts Regulations 2015. The release of financial 
information would undermine the Trust’s suppliers’ competitiveness in the 
market and breach the Trust’s contracts with suppliers, which typically require 
financial information to be kept confidential. 

  



5. The total number of negative C. diff test results recorded in each of the past 
five years. 

Year -ve C.diff test results 

2020 977 

2021 5,772 

2022 8,163 

2023 10,659 

2024 11,617 

Total 37,188 

 

6. The estimated annual financial impact or cost to your Trust associated with C. 
diff infections, including treatment and extended hospital stays. 

Please see response to Q3.  

 

7. The top five most commonly ‘recorded’ infectious diseases within your Trust 
for each year from 2020 to 2024. 

 

 Most common infectious diseases - ranking 

Year 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 

2020 Covid Flu RSV E.coli Camp 

2021 Flu Covid RSV Camp E.coli 

2022 Covid Flu RSV Noro E.coli 

2023 Flu Covid RSV Noro E.coli 

2024 Flu RSV Covid Camp E.coli 

 
 


