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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust's
response(s) below:

Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
(Royal Devon) has existed since 15t April 2022 following the integration of the Northern
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services).

This is a Freedom of Information request for information relating to the letter this
summer from Dame Emily Lawson and Vin Diwaker, to all trust executives and
COQOs, asking them to confirm “that [they] plan to adopt the NHS FDP in the next two
years”.

Source:
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.digitalhe
alth.net%2F2024%2F08%2Fnhs-england-says-trusts-must-start-using-fdp-within-
two-
years%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crduh.foi%40nhs.net%7Ca32af75fcfdc4ab6fac608dd
6d562807%7C37¢354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C6387869390
69000928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1lhcGkiOnRydWUsIIYiQil
WLIAUMDAWMCIsIIAIOIJXaW4zMilsIkFOIljoiTWFpbClslldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7
C%7C%7C&sdata=elU%2B%2FXDZIY56brD0qy3sfl%2BT%2B4JiAd707abLaDG3c
uE%3Dé&reserved=0

1. I'would like to see all emails, documents, attachments, and any other forms of
response relating to this request between Royal Devon University Healthcare
NHS Foundation Trust and the two senior NHS officials.

It is public information that you have been asked to inform the NHS
when you “envisage adopting already available nationally
commissioned local Products’.
There has been no correspondence between Royal Devon University
Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust and these two individuals.

2. 'would like to know when specifically you plan to start adopting the FDP and
who you are naming as lead (as is requested in the letter)?
The Royal Devon has implemented the first element of functionality as of 28t
March 2025 and is now working with the FDP team to maximise benefits and
to introduce and develop further use cases.

The Trust does not release the names of staff below Director level under
Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Personal Information,
where disclosure may contravene the Data Protection Act 2018 and therefore
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applies an exemption under Section 40 (2) - Personal Information of the
Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Section 10 of the Data Protection Act
2018.

The Executive Director responsible for the FDP is Adrian Harris, Chief Medical
Officer.

The main hospitals contact numbers are 01392 411611 (Eastern services) and
01271 322577 (Northern services) or via the Trust ‘Contact Us’ link on
royaldevon.nhs.uk

The disclosure of staff names would breach the first data protection principle
and fail to meet any of the relevant conditions set out in Schedule 2 of the Data
Protection Act (DPA) 2018. The first principle in the DPA requires that
disclosure must be fair and lawful, and, in particular, personal data shall not be
processed unless at least one of the conditions in Schedule 2 is satisfied. The
staff concerned would not have expected their names to be disclosed in the
public domain and so disclosure would not be ‘fair’ in the manner contemplated
by the DPA. Furthermore, disclosure would not satisfy any of the conditions for
data processing set out in Schedule 2 of the DPA. In particular, we do not
consider that there is a legitimate interest in disclosure in this case. There is no
public interest in making information about our staff available in this way
contrary to what would have been their legitimate expectation at the time the
information was gathered.

Where contact details are given for Trust staff in this response, notice is hereby
given, under Section 11 of the Data Protection Act 2018, on behalf of the
individual or individuals that this personal information may not be used for the
purposes of direct marketing.

| would also like to know what your plans are for how you will maximise the
benefits of the Federated Data Platform to deliver better joined-up care for
their patients within the next two years (again, asked of you in the above
mentioned letter)?

We are in the very early stages of adopting the FDP technology and
functionality and are working with clinical teams in various areas in order to use
the platform to enhance our existing systems and use data to drive
improvement. The Federated Data Platform will allow us to bring together
different data sets to create a joined-up view of our patients, pathways and
services. The FDP is an enabling tool for a number of our improvement and
transformation programmes, particularly those supporting clinical productivity
and working to treat more patients and reduce overall waiting times for
treatment.
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