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Title  

Mechanical Ventilators for MRI  

Reference Number:  RDF3229 -25 
Date of Response: 20/03/25 

 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 

I am writing to formally request information under the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 regarding the use of mechanical ventilation within your hospital trust, 
specifically for patients undergoing an MRI scan and those requiring in-hospital 
transportation while intubated.  

Please see Trust response below.  

 Please note, the answers are for the Trust Eastern service.  

 Northern Service do not offer GA MRIs, and do not hold any MRI specific equipment 
for mechanical ventilation. 

1. What is the current policy for mechanical ventilation of patients undergoing an 
MRI scan within your NHS trust? 

Please find attached the following:   

*Clinical-Guideline-for-the-Transfer-of-Level-3-Critical-Care-Patients-to-
MRI_Redacted 

*Please note this policy has staff names and contact details redacted.  

The disclosure of staff names and details would breach the first data protection 
principle and fail to meet any of the relevant conditions set out in Schedule 2 of the 
Data Protection Act (DPA) 2018.  

 The staff concerned would not have expected their names to be disclosed in the public 
domain and so disclosure would not be ‘fair’ in the manner contemplated by the DPA. 

2. Which department has the primary responsibility for overseeing the 
mechanical ventilation of patients in the MRI suite? Is it the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) 
or the MRI department? 

There is not a particular department.  This is situation dependent, i.e. anaesthetics or 
ICU. 
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3. Which mechanical ventilators are currently used when conducting MRI scans 
on patients within your MRI department?  

Datex-Ohmeda / GE 

4. Please provide the make, model, and age of the current mechanical transport 
ventilators used within your trust.  

Hamilton T1.  The ventilators are new to the Trust. 

5. Could you list the specific MRI-compatible ventilators currently in use within 
your trust? 

The trust is not able to respond to this question as we do not have any MRI – 
compatible ventilators. 

6. Please provide the contact details (name, job title, and email/telephone) of the 
lead clinical person overseeing the use of mechanical transport ventilation within 
your trust.  
7. Please provide the name and contact details of the technician responsible for 
overseeing the usage and maintenance of these ventilators within your trust.  

In response to questions 6 and 7, Section 40 (2) - Personal Information: 

 The Trust does not release the names or contact details of staff below Director level 
under Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Personal Information, 
where disclosure may contravene the Data Protection Act 2018. Therefore, the Trust 
applies an exemption under Section 40 (2) - Personal Information of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 and Section 10 of the Data Protection Act 2018.  

 The Executive Director responsible is Professor Adrian Harris, Chief Medical Officer.   

 The main hospitals contact numbers are 01392 411611 (Eastern services) and 01271 
322577 (Northern services) or via the Trust ‘Contact Us’ link on royaldevon.nhs.uk  

Where contact details are given for Trust staff in this response, notice is hereby given, 
under Section 11 of the Data Protection Act 2018, on behalf of the individual or 
individuals that this personal information may not be used for the purposes of direct 
marketing.  

https://royaldevon.nhs.uk/

