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Diffuse Large B Cell Lymphoma (DLBCL)  

Reference Number:  RDF3127-25 
Date of Response: 18/02/25 

 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
I have a Freedom of Information request that I would like to raise. 
  
Q1. In the last 6 months, how many patients have been diagnosed with Diffuse 

Large B Cell Lymphoma (DLBCL)? 
36 patients. 
 

Q1a. Of these patients, how many commenced treatment at your trust within the last 
6 months? 
 31 patients. 
 

Q2. In the last 6 months, how many patients have you treated for Diffuse Large B 
Cell Lymphoma (DLBCL) with the following treatments:  

  

R-CHOP (rituximab, cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin hydrochloride, 
vincristine and prednisolone) 

14 

R-mini-CHOP (rituximab, cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin hydrochloride, 
vincristine and prednisolone) 

0 

Pola-BR (polatuzumab vedotin with rituximab and bendamustine)  8 

Pola-R-CHP (Polatuzumab vedotin with rituximab, cyclophosphamide, 
doxorubicin hydrochloride, and prednisolone)  

32 

R-CODOX-M (rituximab, cyclophosphamide, vincristine, doxorubicin and 
methotrexate) 

0 

R-IVAC (rituximab, ifosfamide, etoposide and cytarabine) 0 

R-GCVP (Rituximab, gemcitabine, cyclophosphamide, vincristine, 
prednisolone) 

0 

(DA)-EPOCH +/-R (Prednisolone, doxorubicin, vincristine, etoposide, 
cyclophosphamide, rituximab) 

≤5 

R-GemOX (rituximab, gemcitabine and oxaliplatin) 0 

Axicabtagene ciloleucel    0 

Tisagenlecleucel 0 
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Epcoritamab  0 

Loncastuximab tesirine ≤5 

Glofitamab 6 

Any other SACT 22 

Stem cell transplant or bone marrow transplant (autologous or allogeneic) ≤5 

  
Section 40 (2) – Personal Information  
  
In accordance with Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we are 
unable to provide figures where the number of patients is less than five and could risk 
the identification of those patients and breach Caldicott principles. In these cases ≤5 
is used to indicate that a figure between 1 and 5 is being suppressed.  
   
The Trust considers that disclosure of the information risks identifying individuals. The 
reason for this is that the number of patients for which this applies is very low. This 
and the fact that the data requested relates to the RDUH Trust only and 
therefore relates to patients treated in a specific location (rather than covering a 
larger geographical area), increases the risk of identification or self-identification.       
   
The Trust’s view is that the Freedom of Information Exemption – Section 40(2) is 
applicable because disclosure of information which could lead to a patient being 
identified would be a breach of the patient’s rights under the Data Protection Act Data 
Protection Principles set out in Schedule 1 of the GDPR, namely Principle 1.     
   
This follows NHS Digital (formerly HSCIC) analysis guidance (2014) which states that 
small numbers within local authorities, wards, postcode districts, CCG’s providers and 
Trusts may allow identification of patients/staff and should not be published.  
  
 
Q3. In the last 6 months, how many patients have received the following 2nd line 

treatments for Diffuse Large B Cell Lymphoma (DLBCL): 
  

Axicabtagene ciloleucel (Yescarta) 0 

Tisagenlecleucel 0 

Pola-BR (polatuzumab vedotin with rituximab and bendamustine)  ≤5 

R-GemOX (rituximab, gemcitabine and oxaliplatin) 0 

Stem cell transplant or bone marrow transplant (autologous or allogeneic) ≤5 

Any other treatments ≤5 

  
Q4. In the last 6 months, how many patients has the Trust has treated for 3rd line 

Diffuse Large B Cell Lymphoma (BLBCL)?  
Zero patients. 

 
Q5. In the last 6 months, how many patients have you referred to other trusts for the 

treatment of Diffuse Large B Cell Lymphoma (DLBCL) for the following 
treatments: 
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• CAR-T Therapy (E.g. Axicabtagene ciloleucel) 

• Stem cell transplant or bone marrow transplant (autologous or allogeneic) 

• Any other treatment 
Zero patients. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


