
 
 
 
 
 

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) & ADHD services  

Reference Number:  RDF2770-24 
Date of Response: 28/10/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I am writing to request information regarding 

autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (AHD) 

services. 

I would be grateful if you could provide the following information:  

1. Does your organisation commission or provide (please specify) referral, 

diagnosis or treatment services for the following? 
a.    ASD in children    

We contribute to the pathway that is provided by Children and Family 
Health Devon (CFHD). 

 

b.    ASD in adults      

No. 
 

c.    ADHD in children    

Yes, for children without co-morbid mental health difficulties. 
 

d.    ADHD in adults   

 No. 
  

2. Please provide an overview of the current digital and physical care 

pathways, from referral for assessment to diagnosis and long-term treatment, 

for each of the following. 

 
a.    ASD in children  

 
Please see CFHD pathways website. 

 
b.   ASD in adults 

N/A 
 
c.    ADHD in children 

Please see Clinical Guideline attached: 
Redacted - ADHD-Assessment-and-Management-in-Community-
Paediatric-and-Neuro-disability-team.pdf 
 
Section 40 (2) – Personal Data  
  
Names and contact details have been redacted.  
  

https://childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk/our-pathways/
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The disclosure of staff names and contact details would breach the first 
data protection principle and fail to meet any of the relevant conditions set 
out in Schedule 2 of the Data Protection Act (DPA) 2018. The first principle 
in the DPA requires that disclosure must be fair and lawful, and, in 
particular, personal data shall not be processed unless at least one of the 
conditions in Schedule 2 is satisfied. The staff concerned would not have 
expected their names to be disclosed in the public domain and so disclosure 
would not be ‘fair’ in the manner contemplated by the DPA. Furthermore, 
disclosure would not satisfy any of the conditions for data processing set 
out in Schedule 2 of the DPA. In particular, we do not consider that there is 
a legitimate interest in disclosure in this case. There is no public interest in 
making information about our staff available in this way contrary to what 
would have been their legitimate expectation at the time the information was 
gathered.  
  

d.    ADHD in adults 
N/A 

 

3. Please provide each of the following, for each of the following financial years 

2021/22, 2022/23 and 2023/24, split by ASD in Children, ASD in adults, 

ADHD in children and ADHD in adults. 
a.     Number of: 

i.     People referred for diagnosis assessment 
We do not hold this information. 

Initial referrals are made to the Devon Referral Support Service. 

Section 16 - Assistance   

   

In a bid to assist under Section 16 of the FOI Act, please contact 

DRSS at: drss.helpdesk@nhs.net 

or alternatively call 01626 883888. 

 
ii.     People screened/triaged and subsequently not assessed 

Please see response to Q3.a.(i) above. 

iii.     Diagnosis assessments completed 

 ASD in 
children 

ADHD in 
children 

2021-2022 192 0 

2022-2023 177 7 

2023-2024 276 859 

 

iv.     People subsequently diagnosed with the relevant condition 

 ASD in 
children 

ADHD in 
children 

2021-2022 ≤5 0 

mailto:drss.helpdesk@nhs.net
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2022-2023 33 0 

2023-2024 110 94 

Please note Eastern services Only. 

 

Section 40 (2) - Less than five (≤5)  

 

In accordance with Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 

2000, we are unable to provide figures where the number of patients is 

less than five and could risk the identification of those patients and 

breach Caldicott principles. In these cases ≤5 is used to indicate that a 

figure between 1 and 5 is being suppressed.   

 

This follows NHS Digital (formerly HSCIC) analysis guidance (2014) 

which states that small numbers within local authorities, wards, postcode 

districts, CCG’s providers and Trusts may allow identification of 

patients/staff and should not be published. 

 

 
b.     Average (mean) waiting time from referral to assessment (in weeks) 

 

 ASD in 

children 

ADHD in 

children 

2021-2022 31 60 

2022-2023 19 52 

2023-2024 20 34 

 
4. What was the total expenditure by your organisation on mental health 

services, for each of the following financial years 2021/22, 2022/23 and 

2023/24? 

We do not hold this information. 

 

Mental health services are provided and funded by Devon Partnership Trust 

(DPT). 

 

Section 16 - Assistance   

   

In a bid to assist under Section 16 of the FOI Act, please contact DPT’s Freedom 

of Information Lead at: dpt.ig@nhs.net    

or alternatively write to the Freedom of Information Lead at the following address: 

Devon Partnership NHS Trust, Wonford House, Dryden Road, Exeter, EX2 5AF.  
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 5. Please provide each of the following expenditures by your organisation, for 

each of the following financial years 2021/22, 2022/23 and 2023/24, split by 

ASD in Children, ASD in adults, ADHD in children and ADHD in adults. 
a.     Total expenditure 
b.     Split of expenditure by: 

 i.     Screening/triage of referrals 

ii.     Diagnosis assessments 

iii.     Post-diagnosis treatment (including medication) 

iv.     Post-diagnosis follow-up 

v.     Other expenditures (please specify) 

 Please see response to Q4 above. 

 
6. For all providers used since 2021/22 for the provision of ASD in Children, 

ASD in adults, ADHD in children or ADHD in adults services, please provide the 

following information: 
a.    Name of provider 

b.    NHS or independent provider 

c.    Categories of patients served (children ASD, adult ASD, children 

ADHD, adult ADHD) 

d.    Services provided for your organisation (e.g. screening/triage, 

diagnostic assessment, treatment, long-term follow-up) 

e.    Total expenditure by your organisation on their services for 

each of the following financial years 2021/22, 2022/23 and 

2023/24 

f.    Number of people accessing their services commissioned by 

your organisation for each of the following financial years 

2021/22, 2022/23 and 2023/24 

 Please see response to Q4 above. 
 

 
 


