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Hepatitis B and D 

Reference Number:  RDF3027-24-24 
Date of Response: 18/12/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
 
I am writing to submit a new FOI request about Hepatitis B and D within your Trust. 
 
1. a) How many Hepatitis B surface antigen positive (HBsAg, ICD 10 codes 

B18.0 and B18.1) patients do you have registered with the trust? 
170 patients have been coded with the above codes on admission. 
 
The Trust does not hold a Registry of patients. 

 
b) How many of these patients have been seen in the last 12 months.  67. 

 
2 How many patients have been registered in the last year with a new diagnosis 
of chronic HBV (ICD-10 codes B18.0 and B18.1) at the trust? 
  

This information Is not held in a reportable format.  The Trust does not hold a 
Registry of patients. As such, we have no accurate way of recording all patient’s 
diagnosis. To try to respond to this request would mean a manual review of 
patient records.  
 
The only data that is held is part of a patient’s medical record held within the 
Electronic Patient Record (EPR). This data it would not be appropriate to 
release under FOI as it is personal data and would not be lawful or transparent 
to patients to view their records for this purpose.  
 
   As such it is exempt under Section 40(2) of the FOI Function as it is in breach 
of Principle 1 of the UK GDPR  
  

3. a) How many HDV patients (ICD 10 code B18.0 - chronic viral hepatitis B with 
delta agent) do you have registered with the trust.  * ≤5 
 

b) How many of these patients have been seen in the last 12 months. * ≤5 
 

c) How many of these patients have ever been treated with pegylated 
interferon (PEG IFN).  Nil. 

 
 
* ≤5 refers to the FOI Section 40 (2) Exemption   
    
In accordance with Section 40 (2) where patient numbers are less than 5, the Trust is 
unable to provide the exact information. In these cases, ≤5 is used to indicate that a figure 
between 1 and 5 is being suppressed. We consider the data is exempt on the following 
grounds:     
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The Trust considers that disclosure of the information risks identifying individuals. The 
reason for this is that the number of patients for which this applies is very low. The Trust 
recognises that whilst the information requested does not itself identify the patient(s), 
however the questions are asking for very specific and focused details.    
   
All approved Freedom of information requests are available to the public on the Trust 
Website.  Due to the low number of cases involved, to provide this detail would create a 
potential for the patient(s) concerned to be identified.    This would be a breach of the 
patient’s rights under the Data Protection Act Data Protection Principles set out in 
Schedule 1 of the GDPR, namely Principle 1.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


