NHS

Royal Devon

University Healthcare
NHS Foundation Trust

Volume & spend for Opthalmology

Reference Number: RDF2842-24
Date of Response: 22/10/24

Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust's
response(s) below:

| am writing with a Freedom of Information request regarding the pricing and volume
of both in-house and outsourced service-line agreements in ophthalmology.

Please provide the following information for your organisation for the past five financial
years (FY2019-20 to FY2023-24):

1. Total Spend and Volumes: The total spend (in £) and volume (number of
procedures) for both in-house and outsourced provisions for each of the following
ophthalmology procedure groups:

Please see tables below and overleaf.

Cataract surgeries
AMD - eye injections
AMD - photodynamic therapy
LASIK
SMILE
o Corrective laser eye surgeries (e.g. PRK, LASEK, TransPRK)

If your records use different categorisations or sub-categories within these
procedure groups, please provide the total spend and volumes for those as well.

Table 1: Total spend for in-house and outsourced services (in £)

Procedure | Fraotez0 | Pvzom-an | Pracevaz | evaozzzs | praozsze

Cataract surgeries £2,202,251 | £1,858,290 | £3,502,966 | £5,046,066 | £8,263,795
AMD- Eye injections £211,263 | £2,505,340 | £3,561,954 | £6,246,512 | £7,803,102
AMD- Photodynamic )

Therapy

LASIK -

SMILE - £1,676 - £17,431 £22,512

Surface Laser Treatments
(PRK, LASEK and -
TransPRK)
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Table 2: Total volume of in-house and outsourced services

Procedure | Fraois2o | ev2oz021 | Pzozsezz | Paozezs [ Praozszs

Cataract surgeries 5,533 2,490 4,097 3,505 6,291

AMD- Eye injections 363 5,009 8,282 8,402 17,936

AMD- Photodynamic
Therapy

LASIK -

SMILE - 1 - 12 21

Surface Laser Treatments
(PRK, LASEK and -
TransPRK)

Please see Excel spreadsheet attached.

2. Outsourcing Spend and Volumes by provider: The volume and spend for each
ophthalmology procedure group outsourced, broken down by specific private
providers. Please specify the volume and spend for each of the following procedure
groups for each provider:

Cataract surgeries
AMD - eye injections
AMD - photodynamic therapy
LASIK
SMILE
o Corrective laser eye surgeries (e.g. PRK, LASEK, TransPRK)

If a detailed breakdown is not available, please provide a list of the ophthalmology
groups/providers to which your organisation outsources.

For your convenience, | have included an Excel template for you to fill in. If you
expect the request to exceed time and cost limits, please prioritise spend over
volume.

Section 43 (2) - Commercial Interests
The Trust holds this information.

This information is commercially sensitive, and its release would or would be likely
to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust and its providers. In applying the
exemption under Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act the Trust has
balanced the public interest in withholding the information against the public
interest in disclosure.

Public Interest Test (PIT) - Non- Disclosure:

Releasing the volume and spend by provider would give potential providers an
unfair advantage over others when bidding for future work. That advantage would
contravene the principle of fairness required from the Trust in Regulation 18 of the
Public Contracts Regulations 2015. The release of this information would
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undermine the Trust's provider's competitiveness in the market and breach the
Trust’s contracts with providers, which typically require this information to be kept
confidential.

The Trust cannot reveal the volume and spend figures because this would give
sufficient information to pinpoint the exact cost and thus provide competitors with
a benchmark to beat competitive tendering, which would breach PCR 2015.

Public Interest Test (PIT) — For Disclosure

The Trust understand the need for openness and accountability for tender
processes and price, and it recognises the need for value of money.

Decision

The Trust has considered all the relevant factors in the public interest test and
concluded that the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs the
public interest in releasing the information requested as a result of the prejudices
and losses that would potentially affect the Trust and patients. As such this
information is being withheld under Section 43 (2).
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