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Bird netting

The Trust takes significant steps to minimise any distress to wildlife, including seagulls, by
employing non-harmful deterrent techniques wherever possible.

Unfortunately, the seagull population presents an ongoing challenge for our hospitals.
Incidents have included birds attacking patients carrying food, emptying bins, and extensive
fouling in areas close to external air intakes. This fouling has, on several occasions, resulted
in contaminated and foul-smelling air being drawn into clinical areas, including operating
theatres, leading to cancelled operations and procedures. For these reasons, netting is
required in certain locations to prevent nesting and roosting.

The Trust operates a dedicated fault reporting system accessible to all staff, supported by a
24-hour emergency response team. The installed netting is also subject to regular checks by
the contractor. The purpose of the netting is not to trap birds but to prevent the excessive
build-up of guano, which has previously compromised safe operating procedures.

The netting was installed outside of the nesting season in February 2026. While there is no
legally given size of net for seagulls, the Trust shared its plans with Natural England and
received approval for the installation. The Trust also holds a current licence from Natural
England for specific areas should nest disturbance become necessary.

Where the Trust becomes aware of an injured bird that can be safely accessed, our team
contact the RSPCA or relevant animal welfare charities. The Trust continues to work closely
with local organisations to ensure we are meeting all required standards and responding
appropriately to any incidents.



