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Title 
Vascular Surgery Department  

Reference Number: RDF3141-25 
Date of Response: 14/02/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
 
We would be grateful if you could provide the following information regarding your 
Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital:  
 
 

1. Does the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital have a Vascular Surgery 
department and was this in operation in February 2024.  Yes. 

 
2. Did the Vascular Surgery Department at the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital 

have the facilities and expertise to perform thoracic aortic endovascular 
intervention in February 2024?  No. 
 

3. Could the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital have accepted a patient with 
recent onset Type-B aortic dissection and visceral malperfusion requiring 
thoracic aortic endovascular intervention in February 2024? 
 
Please see response to question 2.   
 
For patients with Type B Dissection and malperfusion, once imaging 
confirmed diagnosis, we would liaise with tertiary centre (typically Southmead 
Hospital or Derriford Hospital) to advise to further management.   
 
We would not undertake thoracic stent placement in this hospital.   The 
consultant Vascular Surgeon (Southmead Hospital) is lead for Type B 
Dissection both regionally and nationally.  

 
 

4. Did the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital have the facilities to accept a 
helicopter transfer for emergency patients in February 2024?  
Yes, the Trust had the hospital facilities to accept a helicopter transfer for 
emergency patients in February 2024.  However, we would not use this for 
transport of TBAD patients, this would be via Blue Light Ambulance transfer. 
 
 

 


