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Still born babies & Medical Research 

Reference Number:  RDF3497-25 
Date of Response: 14/07/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 

Please provide the following information: 

*The number of stillborn babies made available by the hospitals and/or the Trust for 
the purposes of medical research between 1950 and 1990 

*Details of the organisations provided with stillborn babies for the purposes of 
medical research between 1950 and 1990 

For clarity, "stillborn" is to include any infant who died in the first 24 hours after birth, 
and "organisations" refers to any company (eg: Sellafield) which requested foetal 
tissue or the bodies of babies for medical testing 

The Trust does not hold the information requested under this FOI request. Maternity 
Records are held for 25 years.  

With respect to your query if any organisations were provided with stillborn babies for 
the purposes of medical research between 1950 and 1990, as far as the Trust is 
aware we have no knowledge of any such requests or having been involved in 
medical research of this nature to date.  


