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Thoracoscopy Services 

Reference Number:  RDF3442-25 
Date of Response: 10/06/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I would like to request the following 
information or as much as possible within the request: 
 

1. Do any hospitals within your trust provide a thoracoscopy services (rigid 
and/or semi-rigid)? 
Yes, we provide a rigid thoracoscopy service on the RDE (Eastern) site. This 
service supports the NDDH (Northern) site within the Trust. It also supports 
regional colleagues in neighbouring Trusts, who can refer if appropriate. 

 
2. If so, please specify: 

 
2.1 The type(s) of thoracoscopy available if known (rigid and or semi-

rigid). 
As above, rigid thoracoscopy. 
 

2.2 Please provide the manufacturer and model of the thoracoscopy 
equipment currently in use. 
Our equipment is currently provided by Richard Wolf, standard rigid 
thoracoscopy set. 
 

2.3 The location where these procedures are carried out (e.g., 
operating theatres, endoscopy unit, procedural room, etc.). 
Our procedures are carried out in the endoscopy unit. 
 

2.4 The department responsible for these procedures. 
The respiratory department is responsible for these procedures. 
 

2.5 The number of thoracoscopy procedures performed annually (if 
available). 
The service has only been running again for just under a year. 
Projected numbers based on prior and current experience suggest 
we will perform 25-30 procedures annually. 

  


