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Current clinical guidelines in use 

Reference Number:  RDF3343-25 
Date of Response: 21/05/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
I write to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 as I 
investigate clinical guideline variance between trusts. Specifically, I would like to 
request:  
 

1. Copies of all current Trust (local) clinical guidelines in use, in relation to 
medical treatment and management guidelines that guide prescribing or 
clinical decision making at your trust. This includes, but is not limited to: 

a) antibiotic prescribing  
b) VTE prophylaxis 
c) electrolyte replacement 
d) hyperkalaemia treatment etc etc. 

 
To specify further – these are guidelines that tell doctors how to act in certain 
situations, and these types of guidelines are usually stored on the trust 
intranet. If you are able to provide a link to the online publication of this 
guidance that is more than sufficient and I am happy to extract the relevant 
guidance myself. 
Section 12 (1) – Time/Cost (over 18hrs work)  
 
The Trust has considered your request, however to provide you with the 
information requested would require the manual extraction and review of 
information from various sources. Over 2,000 documents would need to be 
located and reviewed. To carry out this work would exceed the appropriate cost 
limit as set out in Section 12 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and is 
therefore exempt.  

 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Section 12 (1) and defined in the 
Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) 
Regulations 2004, a public authority is not obliged to comply with a request for 
information if it estimates that the cost of complying would exceed the 
appropriate limit.  The limit of £450 represents the estimated cost of one person 
spending two and a half days in determining whether the Trust holds the 
information, locating, retrieving and extracting that information.  
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Following the integration of the Northern Devon Healthcare NHS Trust and the 
Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust in April 2022 we have been 
reviewing, unifying updating and approving all Trust documentation, including 
our clinical policies and guidelines. This significant piece of work involving many 
specialist teams is still underway.  

 
 We can provide you with a selection of documents, please see attached: 

• Antimicrobial-Paediatric-Summary-UKPAS.pdf 

• Antimicrobial-Prescribing-Policy-2023_Redacted.pdf 

• Clinical-Guideline---Emergency-Management-of-Hyperkalaemia-in-
Adults_Redacted.pdf 

• Emergency-Mmnagement-ofSevere-Hyponatraemia-
Pathway_final301123_Redacted.pdf 

• Paediatric-Intravenous-fluid-prescription-and-the-management-of-
hyponatraemia-and-hypernatraemia_Redacted.pdf 

• Potassium-Intravenous-in-children---use-of_Redacted.pdf 

 

• VTE-in-Adults-Policy-V1.0.pdf 

• vte-in-adults-venous-thromboprohylaxis-v.4.1_Redacted.pdf 

 
The Trust has a working group in place tasked with updating and replacing 
these last two documents with a unified Trust VTE prophylaxis policy. In 
addition each of the specialties with patients in the groups 
recommended  by   NICE (included in the NICE guideline NG89 ‘VTE in over 
16’s : reducing the risk of hospital acquired  DVT or PE)‘  are working on 
unification of their VTE prophylaxis guidelines. It is anticipated this work will be 
completed within the next 6 months, at which time we will be happy to share 
the updated document as you have requested. 

 
Section 40 (2) – Personal Information   
  
Please note these documents have staff names and contact details redacted.  
  
The Trust does not release the names of staff below Executive Director level 
under Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Personal 
Information, where disclosure may contravene the Data Protection Act 2018 
and therefore applies an exemption under Section 40 (2) - Personal Information 
of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Section 10 of the Data Protection 
Act 2018.  
  
The Executive Director responsible for these documents is Professor Adrian 
Harris, our Chief Medical Officer.   
  
The main hospitals contact numbers are 01392 411611 (Eastern services) and 
01271 322577 (Northern services) or via the Trust ‘Contact Us’ link on 
royaldevon.nhs.uk  
  

https://royaldevon.nhs.uk/
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The disclosure of staff names would breach the first data protection principle 
and fail to meet any of the relevant conditions set out in Schedule 2 of the Data 
Protection Act (DPA) 2018. The first principle in the DPA requires that 
disclosure must be fair and lawful, and, in particular, personal data shall not be 
processed unless at least one of the conditions in Schedule 2 is satisfied. The 
staff concerned would not have expected their names to be disclosed in the 
public domain and so disclosure would not be ‘fair’ in the manner contemplated 
by the DPA. Furthermore, disclosure would not satisfy any of the conditions for 
data processing set out in Schedule 2 of the DPA. In particular, we do not 
consider that there is a legitimate interest in disclosure in this case. There is no 
public interest in making information about our staff available in this way 
contrary to what would have been their legitimate expectation at the time the 
information was gathered.  
  
Where contact details are given for Trust staff in this response, notice is hereby 
given, under Section 11 of the Data Protection Act 2018, on behalf of the 
individual or individuals that this personal information may not be used for the 
purposes of direct marketing.  
  

2. If there are differing guidelines for different hospitals within your Trust, please 
include each version separately and indicate which guidelines apply to which 
site(s).  
Please see response to Question 1. 

 

File Site 

VTE-in-Adults-Policy-V1.0.pdf 
Northern Services  

(North Devon District Hospital - Barnstaple) 

vte-in-adults-venous-
thromboprohylaxis-
v.4.1_Redacted.pdf 

Eastern Services  

(Royal Devon & Exeter) 

 


