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Adult severe intestinal failure services  

Reference Number:  RDF2527-24 
Date of Response: 15/05/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
I would like to request the following information regarding the NHS England 

Specialised Commissioned Service the Trust Provides for Adult Severe Intestinal 

Failure (SIF): 

 

1. Number of Home Parenteral Support (HPS) patients for all indications as of 

31/03/2024.  58 (period prevalence = 71). 

 

2. Number of HPS patients for intestinal failure of advanced malignancy 

(Palliative PN) as of 31/03/2024. *<5 (6 managed over the year) 

 

3. Does the Severe Intestinal Failure Service have an established bed base in 

the Trust or "Ringfenced" beds? No 

 

4. If yes, how many.  Not applicable. 

 

5. Does the SIF service at your trust facilitate remote HPN discharge from 

external hospital trusts?  Yes – North Devon, Taunton, Cornwall 

 

6. Number of patients repatriated to the Trust from external hospitals for SIF 

intervention (including HPS initiation in the last 1 year).  12. 

 

7. For the same time period, what was the average time in days from referral 

acceptance to patient transfer (median preferred.  3 Days. 

 
*<5 Section 40 (2) 
 
Please note that in accordance with Section 40 (2) where activity is 5 or less than 5, 
the Trust is unable to provide the exact information. We consider the data exempt on 
the following grounds:   
The Trust considers that disclosure of the information risks identifying individuals. The 
reason for this is that the number of patients for which this applies is very low. This 
and the fact that the data requested relates to the RDUH Health NHS Trust only and 
therefore relates to patients treated in a specific location (rather than covering a 
larger geographical area), increases the risk of identification or self-identification.    
The Trust’s view is that s.40(2) is applicable because disclosure of information 
which could lead to a patient being identified would be a breach of the patient’s rights 
under the Data Protection Act Data Protection Principles set out in Schedule 1 of the 
GDPR, namely Principle 1.  
   


