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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust's
response(s) below:

| would like to request the following information Under the Freedom of Information
Act please:

Please note, to clarify, questions all refer to dermatology.

1. What are the current clinical vacancies - and staffing shortages - for the
dermatology department (all grades)?

Within Dermatology, current clinical vacancies are as follows: 2.6wte (whole
time equivalent) Consultants, and 1 GP with an Extended Role

2. Do you have a recruitment retention plan in place?

Within Dermatology the Trust does not currently have a recruitment and
retention plan in place, although does through its operational performance
and governance structures keep under review those areas where is workforce
fragility which may require specific remedial action.

3 Has the trust looked at alternative ways to recruit doctors such as overseas
recruitment or supporting doctors through the portfolio pathway programme?

Yes, within Dermatology the Trust is currently supporting 1 individual to gain a
Certificate of Eligibility for Specialist Registration, and is looking at
repurposing currently unusued consultant funding to further expand the team
through this route.

4. What are the current RTT waiting times for new patients (all ages)?
e Average wait for first appointment for routine referred patients - 26 weeks
e Average wait for first appointment for urgently referred patients - 22 weeks
e Average wait for first appointment for 2 week wait referrals (where cancer
is suspected) appointment - 9 days

5. What are the current waiting times for patients with inflammatory skin
complaints (as opposed to legions) to be seen for the first time?

For patients with inflammatory skin complaints the average wait time to be
seen is 26 weeks
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6. What are the current waiting times for patients with inflammatory skin
complaints (as opposed to legions) waiting to start treatment (such as
phototherapy, patch testing, skin surgery, etc)?

Current waiting times for patients with inflammatory skin complaints to
commence treatment are as follows:

Patch test — 13 weeks.

Phototherapy — 6 weeks.

Skin excision — 60 weeks.

7. Are you currently meeting the Faster Diagnosis Standards (FDS) for skin
cancer referrals and treatment times for 31 and 62 days?

In line with the national timetable for submitting performance data relating
to Cancer Waiting Times, the most recent month for which the Trust has
submitted data is November 2024, for which performance was as outlined
below. Please note that in line with national protocols, these performance
data remain provisional and further updated data submissions will be made
in line with the nationally determined timetable

In relation to the 28 Day Faster Diagnosis Standard, the Trust met the
standard in November 2024 for the proportion of patients referred with
suspected skin cancer who received a diagnosis within 28 days (92.7%
against a target of 75%). In addition, the Trust met the target in aggregate
across all tumour sites in November 2024 (82.8%)

In relation to the 31 day general treatment standard, the Trust did not meet
the standard in November 2024 for patients with a skin cancer diagnosis
(81.0%) compared to 90.2% in aggregate across all tumour sites (target
96%).

In relation to the 62 day general standard the Trust met the target in
November 2024 for patients with skin cancer (94.1% against a target of
85%). Across all tumour sites, performance Trustwide was 74.1%
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