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Epidurals 2019-2024 

Reference Number:  RDF2874-24 
Date of Response: 04/11/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
  
Please provide the following information broken down by each full calendar year 
2019-2023 inclusive, and all available information for the calendar year 2024 so far: 

 
1. The total number of women in labour who requested an epidural for pain 

relief 

2. The total number of women in labour who received an epidural for pain relief 

3. The number of women who did not receive the epidural requested  

4. The number of women who received the epidural within 30 minutes of making 
the request (0-30 minutes inclusive) 

5. The number of women who received the epidural within 60 minutes of making 
the request (0-60 minutes inclusive) 

6. The number of women who received the epidural later than 60 minutes after 
making the request (61 minutes and above) 

7. The longest recorded epidural waiting time 

 
These figures should not include women who received an epidural during a 
planned or emergency Caesarean section.  
 
If the information requested is only partially available (for example, if the Trust only 
records the number of women who received an epidural within 60 minutes of 
requesting it) or available with slightly different parameters (for example, if the Trust 
only records the number of women who received an epidural within 45 minutes of 
requesting it) then please provide this information.  
 
Section 12 (1) – Time/Cost (over 18hrs work)  
  
The Trust has considered your request however to provide you with the information 
requested requires a narrative search to identify possible women followed by the manual 
searching of the free text within these individual patient records by our clinical staff. To 
carry out this work would greatly exceed the appropriate cost limit as set out in Section 12 
(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and is therefore exempt.  
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Section 12 (1) and defined in the Freedom of 
Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, a public 
authority is not obliged to comply with a request for information if it estimates that the cost 
of complying would exceed the appropriate limit.  The limit of £450 represents the 
estimated cost of one person spending two and a half days in determining whether the 
Trust holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting that information. 
 


