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Carpal Tunnel 

Reference Number:  RDF3113-25 
Date of Response: 23/01/25 

 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
 
Can I please request the following information: 
 
1. How many carpal tunnel decompressions were done at the RD&E and all its 

community hospitals in 2022,2023 & 2024? (Separate data for each year please 
including Heavitree and Exmouth hospitals)? 

 

Hospital 2022 2023 2024 
Grand 
Total 

Exmouth  25 11 ≤5 <40 

RDE - Heavitree 151 140 156 447 

RDE - Wonford 45 54 94 193 

Sidmouth Victoria  ≤5 - - ≤5 

Tiverton and District  - - ≤5 ≤5 

 
Section 40 (2) - Personal Data 
 
In accordance with Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we 
are unable to provide figures where the number of patients is less than five and 
could risk the identification of those patients and breach Caldicott principles. In 
these cases ≤5 is used to indicate that a figure between 1 and 5 is being 
suppressed.  
  
Please note that if only one cell required suppression, at least one other number 
has been suppressed to avoid calculation of suppressed values from the totals. 
 
These figures are withheld under Section 40(2) due to low patient numbers. 
The disclosure of which could risk the identification of those patients and breach 
Caldicott principles.   
 
This follows NHS Digital (formerly HSCIC) analysis guidance (2014) which 
states that small numbers within local authorities, wards, postcode districts, 
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CCG’s providers and Trusts may allow identification of patients and should not 
be published.  

 
2. How many carpal tunnels were performed in North Devon District Hospital in 

2022, 2023 & 2024? (Again separate data for each year to include any 
procedures in its peripheral hospitals)? 

 

Hospital 2022 2023 2024 
Grand 
Total 

North Devon District  109 129 190 428 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


