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Emergency Department staffing & IV Morphine use 

Reference Number:  RDF3364-25 
Date of Response: 12/05/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
Please find below my questions: 
 

1. Please can you confirm the emergency departments (ED) within your trust - 
both their name and address. 

 

• Exeter Emergency Department 
Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital, Barrack Road, Exeter, EX2 5DW 

 

• Barnstaple Emergency Department 
North Devon District Hospital, Raleigh Park, Barnstaple, EX31 4JB. 

 
2. In each of your EDs are your registered nurses (RN) allowed to give 

intravenous (IV) morphine. 
Yes. 
 

3. In each of your EDs are your registered nurses allowed to give intravenous 
(IV) diamorphine. 
Yes.  
 

4. In each of your EDs are your registered nurses allowed to give intravenous 
(IV) fentanyl. 
Yes. 
 

5. If RNs are allowed to give either IV Morphine, IV Diamorphine or IV Fentanyl - 
did they undertake a specific drug training package? 
No.  All RNs undertake courses on Learn Plus followed by a study day 
(provided by the Clinical Skills team).  They then undertake an IV medication 
assessment (including maths test) and period of supervised practice.  The 
training is only required once, unless there are concerns about competency or 
a break in service.  
 

6. If so which drug, was it for? Would you be able to share this training package. 
The Learn Plus courses are for all medications administered intravenously: 

• Intravenous Therapy for Newly Qualified Nurses (Not Post OSCE) 

• Intravenous Therapy training for Community Nurses 
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• Maths Calculations for IV Therapy Administration – Adult 

• Maths Calculations for IV Therapy Administration – Paediatric 
 

The attached documents are the competency assessments used at North 
Devon District Hospital: 
 

• IV-bolus-competency-update-with-CVC-NDDH-RTS_Redacted.pdf 

• IV-Pumps-RNs-Competency-Assessment--RTS_Redacted.pdf 

• Syringe-Pump-BGT-Competency-Assessment--RTS_Redacted.pdf 
 
Section 40 (2) – Personal Information (Staff)   
  
Please note these documents have staff names redacted.  
  
The Trust does not release the names of staff below Executive Director level under 
Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Personal Information, where 
disclosure may contravene the Data Protection Act 2018 and therefore applies an 
exemption under Section 40 (2) - Personal Information of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 and Section 10 of the Data Protection Act 2018.  
  
The Executive Director responsible for the Emergency Department is Professor Adrian 
Harris, Chief Medical Officer  
  
The main hospitals contact numbers are 01392 411611 (Eastern services) and 01271 
322577 (Northern services) or via the Trust ‘Contact Us’ link on royaldevon.nhs.uk  
  
The disclosure of staff names would breach the first data protection principle and fail 
to meet any of the relevant conditions set out in Schedule 2 of the Data Protection Act 
(DPA) 2018. The first principle in the DPA requires that disclosure must be fair and 
lawful, and, in particular, personal data shall not be processed unless at least one of 
the conditions in Schedule 2 is satisfied. The staff concerned would not have expected 
their names to be disclosed in the public domain and so disclosure would not be ‘fair’ 
in the manner contemplated by the DPA. Furthermore, disclosure would not satisfy any 
of the conditions for data processing set out in Schedule 2 of the DPA. In particular, 
we do not consider that there is a legitimate interest in disclosure in this case. There 
is no public interest in making information about our staff available in this way contrary 
to what would have been their legitimate expectation at the time the information was 
gathered.  
  
Where contact details are given for Trust staff in this response, notice is hereby given, 
under Section 11 of the Data Protection Act 2018, on behalf of the individual or 
individuals that this personal information may not be used for the purposes of direct 
marketing.  

 

7. If they are not allowed to give IV Morphine, IV Diamorphine or IV Fentanyl 
who is allowed to give each of the drugs? 
N/A. 
 

8. For each of the drugs are there any specific areas where the drugs can only 
be given within the ED? 
IV Fentanyl and IV Diamorphine (rarely given IV and not stocked in the ED in 
RD&E) are only given in Resus.   
IV Morphine can be given in Majors, Minors, Resus and the Children’s 
Emergency Area. 

https://royaldevon.nhs.uk/

