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Group B Prevention – Pregnancy/Labour 

Reference Number:  RDF2947 - 24 
Date of Response: 20/11/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
 
1. Please supply a copy of your guideline(s) relating to group B Strep during 
pregnancy, labour, and in newborn babies.   
Please find attached: * GBS-guideline-v1.0_Redacted 
 
2. Please provide the date when your guidelines relating to group B Strep during 
pregnancy, labour, and in newborn babies were last updated.  The current Guideline 
was approved 09/09/24. 
 
3. Please provide the date when your guidelines relating to group B Strep during 
pregnancy, labour, and in newborn babies are due to be updated.  09/09/27. 
 
4. Do you provide information materials about group B Strep to all pregnant women 
and people as a routine part of antenatal care? (Yes/No) 
 
5. If you do not provide information materials about group B Strep to all pregnant 
women and people, do you provide them to any of the following groups during 
antenatal care? 
 
 (Select all that apply) 

a) Those who have previously had a baby who developed GBS infection.  Yes. 
 those where GBS was detected before the current pregnancy (swab or urine).  
Yes. 
b)  those where GBS was detected during the current pregnancy (swab or urine.  

Yes. 
c) those who are in preterm labour those with preterm rupture of membranes.  

Not unless GBS is identified. 
d) those with prolonged rupture of membranes those who request information.  

Yes. 
 
6. Please supply copies of the information materials (physical and/or digital) which 
are given to pregnant women and people about GBS as a routine part of antenatal 
care. 
As per guidelines attached: * GBS-guideline-v1.0_Redacted. 
Please also see link as follows: 
Group B Streptococcus (GBS) in pregnancy and newborn babies | RCOG 

 
7. Do you offer testing specifically for maternal GBS carriage to any pregnant women 
or people in either late pregnancy or in labour? [By this we mean a test specifically 
intended to detect GBS carriage, rather than a general test for the presence of any 
microorganisms of interest] (Yes/No) 
 

https://www.rcog.org.uk/for-the-public/browse-our-patient-information/group-b-streptococcus-gbs-in-pregnancy-and-newborn-babies/
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8. If you offer testing specifically for maternal GBS carriage in late pregnancy or in 
labour, do you offer: (Select all that apply) Testing late in pregnancy Testing in 
labour.  No. 
 
9. Do you offer GBS-specific testing for maternal GBS carriage to: 
 (Select all that apply)  

a) All pregnant women and people.  No. 
b)  Those who previously had a baby who developed GBS infection.  Yes. 
c)  Those where GBS was detected in a previous pregnancy.  Yes. 
d)  Those who request it.  No. 
e) Those in other circumstances (for example, for reasons such as PPROM or 

vaginal discharge) Other (please state).  Yes. 
 
10. If you undertake GBS-specific testing for maternal GBS carriage, which of the 
following specimen types do you collect (Select all that apply): 

a) Vaginal Swab alone 
b) Rectal Swab alone 
c) Both Vaginal and Rectal Swab(s).  Yes. 
d) Other (please state) 

 
11. If you undertake GBS-specific testing for maternal GBS carriage, which detection 
method is used by the Microbiology laboratory? (Select all that apply): 
  

a) Direct culture on non-selective,  
b) non-chromogenic media  
c) Direct culture on selective &/or indicator media 
d)  Broth enrichment with subculture onto non-selective, non-chromogenic 

media 
e)  Broth enrichment with subculture onto selective &/or chromogenic media. 

Other (Please state)  
LIM broth enrichment with subculture on to chromogenic selective GBS 
agar). 
 

12. Does your lab offer any of the following (Select all that apply): 
a) Enriched Culture Medium (ECM) as part of the routine lab test  

 
Please note:  ECM LIM broth performed as part of GBS screen. However, 
ECM LIM broth NOT performed as part of processing routine genital 
specimens (those that are not specifically for GBS screening. 
 

b) repertoire ECM offered, with samples referred to another lab.  
c) PCR as part of the routine lab test repertoire 
d)  PCR offered, with samples referred to another lab Other (please state) 

 
13. Do you provide training on group B Strep in labour to (Select all that apply) 
Midwifery staff Obstetric staff Neonatal staff Laboratory staff Others (please state).  
No. 
 
14. Do you use the Kaiser Permanente Neonatal Early-Onset Sepsis Calculator? 
(Yes/No) 
 
14a. If yes to Q14, is there a prospective audit in place? (Yes/No)  
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14b. If yes to Q14, from what gestation do you use the calculator? Please specify 
weeks and days 34+0.   
 
15. Do you use digital platforms to analyse your Trust/Board’s rates of GBS infection 
[invasive neonatal or maternal infections - not non-invasive infections, or infections 
that are not neonatal/pregnancy-related] (Yes/No). The Trust does not use a digital 
platform to analyse invasive neonatal infection. 
 
16. If you use digital platforms to analyse your Trust/Board’s rates of GBS infection 
as defined in Q15, do you use this for: (Select all that apply) Early-onset GBS 
infection Late-onset GBS infection Maternal GBS infection Others (please state).    
This question is not applicable. 
 
17. Has your Trust adopted the NHS Complaint Standards as set out by the 
Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman? Yes. 
 
 
* GBS-guideline-v1.0_Redacted 
 
The attached document has been redacted of staff contacts details.  Trust does not 
release the staff contact details under Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 Personal Information, where disclosure may contravene the Data Protection 
Act 2018 and therefore applies an exemption under Section 40 (2) - Personal 
Information of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Section 10 of the Data 
Protection Act 2018.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Page 4 of 4 

 
 


