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Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services).

Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust's

response(s) below:

Subject: Reporting of histology cases

1. For the period 15t April 2023 to 315t March 2024, please state which of the
following arrangements were used for reporting histology cases which were
not reported by employed or locum histopathologists during their contracted
Programmed Activities (PAs). Please also state the amount spent in each

category used.

Method If yes, amount
used (Y/N) spent
a) ngment to own consultants for additional work v £237.171
outside contracted PAs
b) Payment directly to another Trust/ NHS
provider, or consultants employed by another N
Trust/ NHS provider for reporting
C) Payment to a commercial company for v £52.695
reporting

2. How many whole-time equivalent histopathology consultants (as defined by
being on the GMC specialist register for pathology) were employed by the

authority at 315t March 2024:

Number of WTE histopathology consultants

17.59

3. How many histology cases were reported in the period 15t April 2023 to 31t
March 2024, overall and by the following sub-specialties
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Specialty Total reported histology cases 15t
April 2023 to 31t March 2024
Dermatology 15,293
Gastro-intestinal 13,773
Urology 2,956
Gynaecology 6,985
Breast 3,225
Thoracic 408
Head and neck 2,148
Other 1,122
Total cases reported 45,910

4. How many of the total cases given above were reported by:

Total reported histology cases 15t
April 2023 to 315t March 2024

a. consultants (or other medical staff)
employed by the authority during their
contract Programmed Activities or PASs.

Please see note regarding Section 12
exemption, overleaf.

b. consultants employed by the
authority, being paid additional amounts
over and above their salary for
additional work.

Please see note regarding Section 12
exemption, overleaf.

c. locum consultants working for the
authority

3,040

d. external reporting companies. Please
provide a total number of cases and the
number reported by each of the
following:

- Unilabs

- HCA Laboratories including their
subsidiary Backlogs

- Source LD Path (previously
Source Bioscience, and LD Path
limited)

399

- Cellular Pathology Services
Limited

- Diagnexia

511

- Digital Pathology Partners
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Total reported histology cases 1St
April 2023 to 315t March 2024

- Cyted (including their subsidiary 0
Pathognomics)

- Poundbury Cancer Institute 0
- Medica 0
910

External reporting companies total

Section 12 (1) — Time/Cost

It is not possible to separate cases reported as part of contracted PAs and additional
work.

The Trust has considered your request, however to provide you with the information
requested would require the manual extraction and manipulation of information from
various sources (gathering and reviewing individual claim forms, reviewing Epic
electronic patient record system and then calculating the number for both questions).
To carry out this work would exceed the appropriate cost limit as set out in Section 12
(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and is therefore exempt.

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Section 12 (1) and defined in the Freedom
of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, a
public authority is not obliged to comply with a request for information if it estimates
that the cost of complying would exceed the appropriate limit. The limit of £450
represents the estimated cost of one person spending two and a half days in
determining whether the Trust holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting
that information.

5. How much did the authority spend on each of the following during the period 15
April 2023 to 318t March 2024:

Amount spent 15t April 2023 to 315t
March 2024

a. consultants (or other medical staff)
employed by the authority during their
contract Programmed Activities or PAs.
(salary plus NI plus pension
contribution)

Please see note regarding Section 43
exemption, overleaf.

b. consultants employed by the
authority, being paid additional amounts
over and above their salary for
additional work.

Please see note regarding Section 43
exemption, overleaf.

c. locum consultants working for the
authority

Please see note regarding Section 43
exemption, overleaf.

d. external reporting companies. Please
provide a total number of cases and the
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Amount spent 1t April 2023 to 31st
March 2024

number reported by each of the
following:

- Unilabs

- HCA Laboratories including their
subsidiary Backlogs

- Source LD Path (previously Source | Please see note regarding Section 43
Bioscience, and LD Path limited) exemption, below.

- Cellular Pathology Services Limited

- Diagnexia Please see note regarding Section 43
exemption, below.

- Digital Pathology Partners

- Cyted (including their subsidiary
Pathognomics)

- Poundbury Cancer Institute

- Medica

External reporting companies total Please see note regarding Section 43
exemption, below.

Section 43 (2) - Commercial Interests
The Trust holds this information.

This information is commercially sensitive and its release would or would be likely to
prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust. In applying the exemption under
Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act the Trust has balanced the public
interest in withholding the information against the public interest in disclosure.

We have provided numbers of cases (see Question 4) but will not release the amount
spent as this would give potential suppliers an unfair advantage over other bidders
when bidding for future work. That advantage would contravene the principle of
fairness required from the Trust in Regulation 18 of the Public Contracts Regulations
2015. The release of spend would undermine the Trust’'s suppliers’ competitiveness
in the market and breach the Trust’s contracts with suppliers, which typically require
these values to be kept confidential.

The Trust has considered all the relevant factors in the public interest test and
concluded that the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs the public
interest in releasing the information requested as a result of the prejudices and losses
that would potentially affect the Trust and patients. As such this information is being
withheld under Section 43 (2).
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