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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust's
response(s) below:

My specific requests are below. Happy to with the most recent data available.

1. In your hospital, what number of operating theatres are routinely used for
surgery requiring intubation ?
All 34 theatres are used for intubation (25 in Eastern Services, nine in
Northern Services).

2. What was the 12 month total of surgical procedures requiring intubation ?
Total 11,604 patients for 12-month period September 2023 - September 2024
(8,872 in Eastern Services, 2,732 in Northern Services).

3. What was the 12 month total number of purchased direct laryngoscopes, both
single use and reusable — broken down by item, identifying supplier.
Please see spreadsheet attached:

FOI RDF2846-24 Video laryngoscopes - Data Search.csv,

4. What was the 12 month total number of purchased video laryngoscope single
use consumables i.e. blades — broken down by item, identifying supplier?
Excluding stylets, bougie, ET tubes.

Please see spreadsheet attached:

FOI RDF2846-24 Laryngoscopes Usage Single Use — Data
Search.csv,

5. What was the 12 month total number of purchased video laryngoscope
reusable items (i.e. displays and handsets) — broken down by item, identifying
supplier?

Please see response to Question 3 above.

6. What was the 12 month total spend on video laryngoscope single use
consumables ?
£78,263.79 was spent in the period of September 2023 - September 2024.

7. Do you have a contract in place for video laryngoscope single use
consumables ?
If we assume single use consumables to be specifically blades, then the Trust
does not have a contract in place.
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8.

If so, with which supplier, running to what expiry date, and who is the best
Trust contact to discuss this contract ? Are there specified prices for
consumables, and if so, what are such prices ?

Suppliers are identified in the files attached. The Trust have no contracts with
these suppliers.

Section 43 (2) - Commercial Interests

Regarding specific prices for consumables, the Trust holds this information,
however it is exempted

This pricing information is commercially sensitive, and its release would or
would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust. In applying
the exemption under Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act the Trust
has balanced the public interest in withholding the information against the public
interest in disclosure.

The Trust has considered all the relevant factors in the public interest test and
concluded that the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs the
public interest in releasing the information requested as a result of the
prejudices and losses that would potentially affect the Trust and patients. As
such this information is being withheld under Section 43 (2).

Contracts:

Releasing the prices for consumables would give potential suppliers an unfair
advantage over other bidders when bidding for future work. That advantage
would contravene the principle of fairness required from the Trust in Regulation
18 of the Public Contracts Regulations 2015. The release of pricing values
would undermine the Trust’'s suppliers’ competitiveness in the market and
breach the Trust's contracts with suppliers, which typically require this
information to be kept confidential.

Section 40 (2) — Personal Data

The Trust does not release the names of staff below a Director under Section
40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Personal Information, where
disclosure may contravene the Data Protection Act 2018 and therefore applies
an exemption under Section 40 (2) - Personal Information of the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 and Section 10 of the Data Protection Act 2018.

The Executive Director responsible for contracts is Angela Hibbard, our Chief
Finance Officer.

The main hospitals contact numbers are 01392 411611 (Eastern services) and
01271 322577 (Northern services) or via the Trust ‘Contact Us’ link on
royaldevon.nhs.uk

The disclosure of staff names would breach the first data protection principle
and fail to meet any of the relevant conditions set out in Schedule 2 of the Data
Protection Act (DPA) 2018. The first principle in the DPA requires that
disclosure must be fair and lawful, and, in particular, personal data shall not be
processed unless at least one of the conditions in Schedule 2 is satisfied. The
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staff concerned would not have expected their names to be disclosed in the
public domain and so disclosure would not be ‘fair’ in the manner contemplated
by the DPA. Furthermore, disclosure would not satisfy any of the conditions for
data processing set out in Schedule 2 of the DPA. In particular, we do not
consider that there is a legitimate interest in disclosure in this case. There is no
public interest in making information about our staff available in this way
contrary to what would have been their legitimate expectation at the time the
information was gathered.

Where contact details are given for Trust staff in this response, notice is hereby
given, under Section 11 of the Data Protection Act 2018, on behalf of the
individual or individuals that this personal information may not be used for the
purposes of direct marketing.
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