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Single use endoscopes 

Reference Number:  RDF2754-24 
Date of Response: 10/09/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 

1. Does Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust use single use 

endoscopes for any of its endoscopy procedures? 

Endoscopy Service: No not used in Endoscopy. 
 
Urology Service:  Not Endoscopes.   However, in a bid to assist under Section 
16 of the FOI Act, single use Cystoscopes are used mostly in unplanned 
situations e.g., out of hours.  

 

a. If so, can you state in which procedures they are used? 
Endoscopy Service – Not applicable. 
 
Urology Response: Single use cystoscopes are used for the following: 

• Flexible Cystoscopies 

• Botox  

• TULA (Trans Urethral Laser Ablation for treating bladder cancer). 
 

b. If so, can you state which brand/s of endoscopes are used? 
Urology Service: Not applicable for Single use Endoscopes. 

 Single use cystoscopes brands used are AMBU and Promed 
 

2. Can Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust state how many 

single use endoscopes have been used in 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024? 

Endoscopy Service – Not applicable. 
 

Urology Response: Not applicable for Single use Endoscopes. 

 

Single use cystoscopes:  The Trust is unable to respond to this question. They 

are used in several locations for several purposes so there is no one record of 

total use. To try to obtain this information, would involve going through every 

invoice from the suppliers to see try to ascertain when they were purchased. 

 

Section 12 of the Freedom of information Act: 
To carry out this work would exceed the appropriate cost limit as set out in 

Section 12 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and is therefore exempt.  

  

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Section 12 (1) and defined in the 

Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) 

Regulations 2004, a public authority is not obliged to comply with a request for 

information if it estimates that the cost of complying would exceed the 

appropriate limit.  The limit of £450 represents the estimated cost of one person 
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spending two and a half days in determining whether the Trust holds the 

information, locating, retrieving and extracting that information.  

 
3. Can Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust state how many 

single use endoscopes are planned to be used in 2024, 2025, and 2026. 

The Trust is unable to respond to this question as the Information requested is 

not held. 

 
4. Does Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust have plans to 

increase the use of single use endoscopes to help in the delivery of Community 

Diagnostic Centres and temporary out-of-hours hubs to reduce waiting lists? 

 
Please see response to question 3. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


