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Food Poisoning Admissions 

Reference Number:  RDF3533-25 
Date of Response: 31/07/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 

1. How many hospital admissions in the past five years had the recorded reason 
for attendance of ‘food poisoning’? Please provide figures for the financial 
years 2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24 and 2024/25. 
please include all admission codes under which a food poisoning-related 
admission could be logged. 

Financial Year Total 

2020/21 84 

2021/22 118 

2022/23 66 

2023/24 79 

2024/25 122 

2. How many reported admissions in total involved the following? 

For 2a, 2b and 2c, please also provide a breakdown by financial year (same 
years as in Q1) 

2a. Salmonella 
2b. E. coli 
2c. Campylobacter 
 

Year Salmonella E. coli Campylobacter 

2020/21 5 5 70 

2021/22 13 7 95 

2022/23 12 *≤5 48 

2023/24 13 0 60 

2024/25 6 5 107 

*Section 40 (2) - Less than five (≤5) Exemption 

In accordance with Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
(FOIA), we are unable to provide figures where the number of complaints is 
less than five and could risk the identification of those patient(s) involved and 
breach both data protection and Caldicott principles. In these cases, the figure 
≤5 has been applied to indicate that a figure between 1 and 5 is being 
suppressed.   

This follows NHS Digital (formerly Health and Social Care Information Centre 
(HSCIC)) analysis guidance (2014) which states that small numbers within local 
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authorities, wards, postcode districts, CCG’s providers and Trusts may allow 
identification of patients and should not be published.  

3. If possible, please provide a breakdown of the foodstuffs stated as the cause 
of the illness. 

*It is not possible to provide a breakdown of foodstuffs as the cause of the 
illness, as this information is not held in an electronic format.  To try to locate 
this information would entail a manual search of patient records.  

*Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 

To carry out this work would exceed the appropriate cost limit as set out in 
Section 12 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and is therefore exempt.  

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Section 12 (1) and defined in the 
Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) 
Regulations 2004, a public authority is not obliged to comply with a request for 
information if it estimates that the cost of complying would exceed the 
appropriate limit.  The limit of £450 represents the estimated cost of one person 
spending two and a half days in determining whether the Trust holds the 
information, locating, retrieving and extracting that information.  

 
 

 


