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Aim or Purpose of Competency:

IV drugs are prescribed to many patients and registered practitioners must be able to administer
them safely and competently for patients to receive the best, evidence-based care that is cost

effective and delivered in a timely manner.

Underpinning References:

RCN Standards for Infusion Therapy (2016)
NICE Guidelines (CG174) Intravenous Fluid Therapy in adults in hospital (2013)
Royal Marsden Manual Online: Chapter 15
- 15.11 Medication: Single Dose Ampoule: Solution Preparation
15.12 Medication: Single Dose Ampoule: Powder Preparation
15.23 Medication: Continuous Infusion of Intravenous Drugs
15.24 Medication: Intermittent Infusion of Intravenous Drugs
15.25 Medication: Injection (bolus or push) of Intravenous Drugs
- 15.26 Extravasation Management in Peripheral Cannulation
Lisa Doherty — Intravenous Therapy in Nursing Practice, 2" Edition 2009
Infusion Nurses Society — Core Curriculum for Infusion Nursing, 4™ Edition 2013
Injectable Medicines Policy (2018)
Venous Access Device Policy (2019)
Infection Prevention and Control Policy (2022)
Aseptic Technique Policy (2018)
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Intravenous (IV) Drug Administration — Bolus & Adding to Infusions

Identification of Patients Policy and Procedure (2020)
Waste Management Policy (2021)

Entry Criteria and any pre-requisites:

Registered Practitioners (excluding Nursing Associates) in both acute and community settings

Mentor/Assessor pre-requisites:

Registered Practitioner who is competent and regularly practising these skills, confirmed by
attendance of approved Trust training

Learning Contract:

Learner: | confirm that | will comply with the following responsibilities:

Acknowledge and accept own limitations.

Familiarise myself with relevant Trust and Department protocols and policies.
Understand legal and ethical implications of role development.

Work within my own Code of Professional Practice.

Utilise all resources which are made available for learning and professional development.
Understand the demands and needs of the service.

Be able to receive constructive feedback during supervised practice.

Ensure that agreed timeframes are set and met.

Attend the relevant Trust’'s Intravenous Therapy Course and complete and pass the theoretical
and practical elements of the course.

OR follow the fast track guidance.

Name of staff learning the Role Signature Date
competence

Mentor/Assessor: | confirm that | will comply with the following responsibilities:

Be able to provide evidence of competence in IV Therapy Administration.

Provide time and support for the learner.

Signpost the learner to relevant research and information to support evidence-based practice.
Facilitate learning and practice.

Provide constructive feedback during supervised practice.

Report unsafe practice.

Name of Mentor/Assessor Role Signature Date
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Intravenous (IV) Drug Administration — Bolus & Adding to Infusions

Manager: | confirm that | will comply with the following responsibilities:

e Ensure the competence is appropriate and required for the department/specialty.

e Ensure the learner has the appropriate entry requirements.

e Ensure the mentor has the appropriate qualification/occupational competency.

e Ensure time is allocated to learners training.
e Keep a central record of competencies achieved.

Name of Manager

Role

Signature

Date

Assessment of Competence

The Mentor/Assessor must complete the assessment table based on the following levels of

competence:

Level Description

1 Knows nothing about the skill.

2 Doubts knowledge and ability to perform the skill safely, without supervision.

3 Could perform the skill safely with supervision.

4 Confident of knowledge and ability to perform the skill safely.

5 Could teach knowledge and skills to others and can demonstrate initiative and
adaptability to special problem situations.

(Hodge.R 2003, Clinical Competencies for cardiac nursing, SDDHT)
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Intravenous (1V) Drug Administration — Bolus & Adding to Infusions

BOLUS ADMINISTRATION

Outcomes: The learner will...

e Be able to prepare, reconstitute and administer an |V Bolus drug via any of the following

lines:
e peripheral venous cannula (PVC)
e midline

e central venous catheter (CVC) including short, mid and long-term CVC’s

Assessment Table:

IN PREPARATION AREA

Standards - The competent practitioner will be able to: Date Comments /
Level (1-5) | Signature

e Assess the environment for the following:
- Own and other staff’s safety including an awareness of needle-
stick injury
- Ensure all obstacles are removed and surfaces clean

e Demonstrate knowledge of the patient and their treatment including:
- Medical history and current treatment plan
- Other medications
- Any concurrent infusion in relation to compatibility

e Demonstrate knowledge of the drug including:
- Action and indications for use

Side effects

Contraindications

Normal therapeutic dose

Storage and stability

- __Monitoring requirements

AT PATIENT BEDSIDE

Standards - The competent practitioner will be able to: Date Comments /
Level (1-5) | Signature

e Explain the circumstances when it is appropriate to wear gloves
during preparation and reconstitution as per Trust Policy

e Describe the risks associated with the use of vials and/or glass
ampoules

e Demonstrate effective hand hygiene technique throughout
preparation and reconstitution

e Collect all the appropriate equipment for the task, checking expiry
dates and integrity of packaging

e Open all packaging maintaining asepsis of key parts

e Explain the use of a blunt needle for drawing up and when it is
appropriate to use a blue (23g) safety needle

e Draw up the appropriate volume of flush and diluent, demonstrating
knowledge of compatible solutions

e Explain the differences in flush volume and technique for PVC
access and CVC access

e Demonstrate the safe, non-touch technique for re-sheathing a clean
needle
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Intravenous (IV) Drug Administration — Bolus & Adding to Infusions

Reconstitute drug efficiently avoiding contamination of key parts and
accidental spraying of solution as per Trust Injectable Medicines
Policy

Assess the safety of the immediate area ensuring obstacles are
removed so the registered practitioner can position themselves
safely for the procedure i.e. bed tables etc.

Identify the patient as per Trust policy, explain and discuss the
procedure with the patient and obtain verbal consent answering any
questions the patient may have

Explain the circumstances when it is appropriate to wear gloves
during administration as per trust policy including the differences
between peripheral venous access and central venous access

Demonstrate effective hand hygiene technique throughout
administration

Explain the importance of observing the dressing and take
appropriate action as required

Document VIP score as per Trust Policy and act appropriately to
that score

Clean needle free connector and flush cannula/line as per Trust
policy maintaining asepsis both before and after the procedure

Be able to describe the key parts within the procedure and how to
maintain asepsis of the key parts

Identify, manage and document any adverse reactions including:

Pain Occlusion Venous spasm
Allergic reaction Anaphylaxis Line infection
Phlebitis

Demonstrate safe and correct disposal of all equipment

Demonstrate correct documentation

(Once assessment is successfully completed please complete the Summative sign-off sheet below
and forward the entire document to the People Development — Clinical in RILD for verification and
central recording)
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Intravenous (IV) Drug Administration — Bolus & Adding to Infusions

Summative Sign-off Sheet for Bolus Administration:

Outcomes: The learner has...

Been able to perform in accordance with the patient treatment plan, preparation, reconstitution and
administration of an IV Bolus drug via any of the following lines:

e peripheral venous cannula (PVC)

e midline

e central venous catheter (CVC) including short, mid and long-term CVC’s

Name of staff achieving the | Role Signature Date
competence

Name of Mentor/Assessor Role Signature Date

Name of Manager Role Signature Date

We hereby confirmthat .............................. has achieved the above competence.
ReviewDate ...

(Please keep a copy in the learner’s personal file on completion)
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Intravenous (IV) Drug Administration — Bolus & Adding to Infusions

ADDITION TO IV FLUIDS

Outcomes: The learner will...

Be able to perform, in accordance with the patient treatment plan, preparation, reconstitution and
administration of an intermittent and/or continuous infusion via any of the following lines:

e peripheral venous cannula (PVC)

e midline

e central venous catheter (CVC) including short, mid and long-term CVC’s

Assessment Table:

IN PREPARATION AREA

Standards - The competent practitioner will be able to: Date Comments /
Level (1-5) | Signature

e Assess the environment for the following;
- Own and other staff’s safety including an awareness of
needle-stick injury
- Ensure all obstacles are removed and surfaces clean

Demonstrate a knowledge of the patient and their treatment
including:

- Medical history and current treatment plan

- Other medications

- Any concurrent infusion in relation to compatibility

Demonstrate knowledge of the drug including:
- Action and indications for use

- Side effects

- Contraindications

- Normal therapeutic dose

- Storage and stability

- Monitoring requirements

e Explain the circumstances when it is appropriate to wear gloves
during preparation and reconstitution as per Trust policy
including the differences between peripheral venous access and
central venous access

e Describe the risks associated with the use of vials and/or glass
ampoules

e Demonstrate effective hand hygiene technique throughout
preparation and reconstitution

e Collect all the appropriate equipment for the task, checking
expiry dates and integrity of packaging

e Open all packaging maintaining asepsis of key parts

e Explain the use of a blunt needle for drawing up and when it is
appropriate to use a blue (23g) safety needle

e Draw up the appropriate volume of flush and diluent,
demonstrating knowledge of compatible solutions

e Explain the differences in flush volume and technique for PVC
access and CVC access

e Demonstrate the safe, non-touch technique for re-sheathing a
clean needle

Competency Framework V3 Page 7 of 9
Template approved by Joint Professions Committee: XX/Xx/Xxxx
Template review date: Xx/xXx/Xxxx



Intravenous (1V) Drug Administration — Bolus & Adding to Infusions

Standards — The competent practitioner will be able to: Date Comments

Level (1-5)

e Reconstitute drug effectively avoiding contamination of key parts
and accidental spraying of solution as per Trust Injectable
Medicines Policy

AT PATIENT BEDSIDE

e Demonstrate addition of the drug to the correct infusion as per
the Injectable Medicines Policy including correct documentation

e Assess the safety of the immediate area ensuring obstacles are
removed so the registered practitioner can position themselves
safely for the procedure i.e. bed tables etc.

e [dentify the patient as per Trust policy, explain and discuss the
procedure with the patient and obtain verbal consent

e Explain the circumstances when it is appropriate to wear gloves
during administration as per trust policy including the differences
between peripheral venous access and central venous access

e Demonstrate effective hand hygiene techniques throughout the
administration

e Explain the importance of observing the dressing and take
appropriate action as required

e Document VIP score as per Trust policy and act appropriately to
that score

e Clean needle free connector and flush cannula/line as per Trust
policy maintaining asepsis both before and after the procedure

e Connect and administer the intermittent or continuous infusion
as per trust policy using an aseptic non-touch technique

e Be able to describe the key parts within the procedure and how
to maintain asepsis of the key parts

e Explain the importance of on-going monitoring

e Demonstrate the correct line flushing procedure as explained in
the Trust Injectable Medicines Guide — Medusa

e Explain under which circumstances it is appropriate to flush the
giving set when the infusion is complete

e Disconnect the |V administration set using an aseptic non-touch
technique as per trust policy on completion of infusion and flush
the cannula / line as per Trust Policy

e [dentify, manage and document any adverse reactions including:

Pain Occlusion
Venous spasm Allergic reaction
Anaphylaxis Line infection

Infiltration / extravasation  Phlebitis

Demonstrate safe and correct disposal of all equipment

Demonstrate correct documentation

(Once assessment is successfully completed please complete the Summative sign-off sheet below
and forward the entire document to People Development — Clinical in RILD for verification and
central recording)

Competency Framework V3 Page 8 of 9
Template approved by Joint Professions Committee: XX/Xx/Xxxx
Template review date: Xx/xXx/Xxxx




Intravenous (IV) Drug Administration — Bolus & Adding to Infusions

Summative Sign-off Sheet for Addition to IV Fluids:

Outcomes: The learner has...

Been able to perform, in accordance with the patient treatment plan, preparation, reconstitution
and administration of an intermittent and/or continuous infusion via any of the following lines:

e peripheral venous cannula (PVC)

e midline

e central venous catheter (CVC) including short, mid and long-term CVC’s

Name of staff achieving the | Role Signature Date
competence

Name of Mentor/Assessor Role Signature Date

Name of Manager Role Signature Date

We hereby confirmthat .............................. has achieved the above competence.
ReviewDate ...

(Please keep a copy in the learner’s personal file on completion)
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