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Infected blood 

Reference Number:  RDF2571-24 
Date of Response: 12/06/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
 
1. How many patients within the trust have been infected by NHS blood, blood 
products or tissue contaminated with HIV or hepatitis C or have developed a chronic 
infection from blood contaminated with hepatitis B? 
 

1a) Of those, how many have died in the last 5 years ? Broken down by financial 
years between April 6 - April 5 (2019/2020, 2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24) 
1b) Of those, how many are still living and under the care of the trust? 
 

1c) Of those living, what are the ages, ethnicity, gender of the patients?  
  
The Trust is unable to respond to the above questions.   
 
The Trust can neither confirm nor deny that the information requested is held and 
issues a refusal notice for this request under Section 17 of the Act. The following 
exemptions also apply:  
 
Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 
 
To try to respond would entail Trust staffing manual searching patient records to try to 
obtain the information requested if held. 
 
The Trust applies Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act. Under the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000 Section 12(1) and defined in the Freedom of Information and 
Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, a public authority is 
not obliged to comply with a request for information if it estimates that the cost of 
complying would exceed the appropriate limit. The limit of £450 represents the 
estimated cost of one person spending two and a half days in determining whether the 
Trust holds the information, locating, retrieving, and extracting that information.  
 
For question 1c The Trust also applies Section 40(2) – Personal Information: 
 

The data requested is relating to a named individual and if held by the Trust, would be 
exempt under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of information Act 2000; which exempts 
the release of personal information. The Trust believes that the release (if held) of 
such information meets the definition of personal data and disclosing the information 
would contravene Principle (a and b) as set out in Article 5 of the UK GDPR as the 
processing would not be lawful, fair and transparent.  
  
  


