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Title 
Cancer Treatment Capacity 

Reference Number:  RDF1470-23 
Date of Response: 30/05/2023 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
 
Does the trust have a plan, either internal or external, to ensure that overall cancer 
treatment capacity within the trust is on target to meet the extra 13% extra capacity 
specified in the NHS 2023/24 priorities and operational planning? If the trust does 
not have such a plan, by what date will it have one? 
 

Response: 
 

• The reference to 13% increase in Cancer treatment capacity is a national 
expectation and not one that is being specifically monitored at an individual 
provider level.   Elective recovery funding has been committed for 2023/24 covering 
all elective services, but for cancer services in particular the Trust has £8.3m of 
schemes that are directly cancer-related, which we expect to enable us to 
diagnose  see and treat in excess of 29,000 outpatients, and 7,000 elective 
inpatients and day cases.  The Trust has and is continuing to develop a Cancer 
services recovery plan, which aims to continue to improve access and cancer 
treatment for patients. 
 

• The oncology and haematology departments have secured recurrent funding to 
develop and expand the workforce to deliver the new NICE technology appraisals 
for cancer drug treatments.   

 
 

• In addition, the Trust continues to work closely with the cancer alliance and 
integrated care board to explore new ways and models of working, enabling a cost-
effective approach to meeting the growing demands across the cancer footprint.  

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F12%2FPRN00021-23-24-priorities-and-operational-planning-guidance-v1.1.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Crduh.foi%40nhs.net%7C50a7b13f0e884cf01dc708db5dca6973%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638206896147007761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WSkjNcgz5oP%2B4RGM4%2F73FSdYLeXDJkhBHYegjpJvLVM%3D&reserved=0

