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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust's
response(s) below:

Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
(Royal Devon) has existed since 15t April 2022 following the integration of the Northern
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services).

1. Please provide any trust guidance on pressure care (for the care and
prevention of pressure sores, pressure ulcers, or bed sores) issued to
administrators and/or hospital staff in the past 24 months.

FINAL-VERSION-Pressure-ulcer-policy-v.7.1-18.04.2024 — redacted
Section 40 (2) — Personal Data (Staff).

Please note this policy has staff names and contact details that have now
been redacted. The disclosure of staff names and contact details would
breach the first data protection principle and fail to meet any of the relevant
conditions set out in Schedule 2 of the Data Protection Act (DPA) 2018

2. For the following years, please provide the number of patients within the trust
treated for bedsores (classified as ICD-10 code L-89), as filed in Datix,
Ulysses or other relevant reporting systems: 2022, 2023, .2024.

Please see trust response below. These figures are for internal Trust
monitoring and investigation only.

We are not able to say from the data we hold whether these were trust acquired
or present on arrival.

Note, this data is number of pressure injuries & not number of patients, a patient
may be counted multiple times if they have more than one pressure injury.

**Please see notes below and on page 2.
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Pressure Injuries 2022 - 2024

Year 2022 2023 2024

Setting Acute | Community Acute Community Acute Community
Deep Tissue Injury (DTI) 64 63 17 29 4 0

PD Category 1 154 156 122 117 0 0

PD Category 2 437 424 371 403 328 429

PD Category 3 39 86 54 78 63 110

PD Category 4 5 10 11 14 3 8
Unstageable 45 69 35 62 3 2
Total 744 808 610 703 401 549
Grand Total 1552 1313 950

**Please note, L89 ICD10 diagnosis code refers to “Decubitus ulcer and pressure
area”. Within the Trust we can run a search for all admitted patients who have been
coded with L89. However, this is not the methodology that we use for such reports as
the Integrated Performance Report (included in the board papers). For this, we
receive the pressure ulcer figures provided and validated by the Tissue Viability team
for the IPR each month.

The above has been agreed with this FOI requester as part of clarification.

**Please also note: The figures quoted are validated pressure ulcers for the Trust
combined for East and North by category for the years stated.

The process of validation was very different in the North prior to the Trust becoming
RDUH. The figures will reflect this and therefore may not be accurate. They indicate
numbers of pressure ulcers that developed to patients under the care of the Trust by
category, and a patient may be recorded multiple times if they develop more than one
pressure ulcer.

The figures are recorded and given to the board with a narrative and when appropriate
clear improvement plan every month. They are also shared at the tissue viability
steering group and with the care groups.

Please also note that in 2023/24 we stopped recording category 1 damage and from
mid-2024 sDTI are validated as the category they develop too, and unstageable
pressure damage is recorded as 3 or 4 dependants on injury development as per the
National Wound Care Strategy Guidance.
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