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Paracetamol & ibuprofen purchase & supply 

Reference Number:  RDF3358-25 
Date of Response: 12/05/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
This is an information request relating to NHS Trusts buying and supplying 
Paracetamol and ibuprofen. Please include the following information for the financial 
years 2022/23, 2023/24 and 2024/25: 

 
1. The total number of individual patients to whom paracetamol and ibuprofen 

were prescribed by your Trust annually. 
 

Drug 2023 2024 2025 

Ibuprofen all 20,160 22,739 22,739 

Paracetamol all 79,889 91,145 98,092 

 
Please note: Data not available for Northern Devon Healthcare Trust until July 
2022 which is why the Trust total for 2022/23 is a little lower than the 
subsequent years. 

 
2. The total amount spent by your Trust on supplying prescribed paracetamol 

and Ibuprofen in each of those financial years. 
 

Drug 2023 2024 2025 

Ibuprofen all £18,731 £15,815 £14,770 

Paracetamol all £96,726 £119,863 £129,475 

 
3. If available, a breakdown of the form in which paracetamol was prescribed 

(e.g., tablets, capsules, liquid suspension, etc.) and associated costs for each 
form. 
 

Paracetamol form £ in 2023 £ in 2024 £ in 2025 

Effervescent tablet Total - - 43 

Infusion Total 42,095 43,550 53,948 

Oral suspension Total 14,472 16,458 16,532 
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Paracetamol form £ in 2023 £ in 2024 £ in 2025 

Soluble tablet Total 1,646 2,043 897 

Sugar-free oral suspension Total 14,701 24,926 27,776 

Suppository Total 3,191 3,701 4,947 

Tablet Total 20,621 29,184 25,331 

 
4. What are the specific conditions which qualify a patient to be prescribed 

paracetamol or ibuprofen? Or what is your general policy for qualifying a 
prescription for paracetamol or ibuprofen?  
Paracetamol or ibuprofen would be prescribed for a patient, where deemed 
clinically necessary, most commonly as an analgesic. 

 


