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Spirometry Service Provision 

Reference Number:  RDF3322-25 
Date of Response: 12/05/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
 
I am submitting a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 regarding 
the provision of spirometry services within Royal Devon University Healthcare 
NHS Foundation Trust, please provide separate responses for both Northern 
and Eastern Services. I would appreciate details on the following: 
  
1. Service Provision 

1. Does the Trust currently provide spirometry services in-house, or are these 
services outsourced/insourced to external providers? 
Eastern Services: Nurse specialist outpatient spirometry clinics are offered 
following a respiratory inpatient admission. All services are in-house. 
Outpatient spirometry is provided as part of a consultant outpatient clinic as 
required (hence there is no separate Spirometry waitlist).  
Direct GP access to spirometry is not provided. 

 
Northern Services: Please see response above.  
 

2. If outsourced or insourced, which providers are currently contracted, and 
under what terms? 
Eastern Services: N/A. We do not outsource or insource.  
 
Northern Services: Please see response above. 

 
3. What are the eligibility criteria for external providers seeking subcontracting 

opportunities? 
Eastern Services: No information held. We do not offer this so do not know if 
there are any criteria. 
 
Northern Services: Please see response above. 
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2. Tariff and Payment Model 

1. What is the current tariff for spirometry services under the NHS Payment 
System? 
Eastern Services: In 2025/26, the current tariff is £95 for Spirometry and £158 
for Spirometry with Bronchodilator Response (Adults and Paediatrics). This 
tariff has been published in 2025/26 NHS Payment Scheme.  
 
Northern Services: Please see response above.  
 

Test name & description 

HRF/TFC 

the activity 

most likely 

groups 

HRG Code name / 

Treatment function 

description 

Price 

(£) 

Spirometry DZ59Z Airflow Studies 95 

Spirometry with Bronchidilator 
Response (Adults and 
Paediatrics) 

DZ55Z 
Bronchidilator 

studies 
158 

 
2. Is the service funded per test, per patient, or under a block contract 

arrangement? 
Eastern Services: The service is currently funded under a block contract we 
have with NHS Devon Integrated Care Board (ICB). 
 
Northern Services: Please see response above. 

 
3. Does the Trust claim reimbursement for spirometry under any specific 

national or local NHS payment schemes? 
Eastern Services: No. 

 
Northern Services: Please see response above. 

 
3. Demand, Capacity, and Backlogs 

1. How many spirometry tests were conducted annually in the last three years? 
 
Eastern Services: Until the Spirometry interface is live, we are unable to 
provide this information. 
 
Northern Services: Please see response above. 
 
Section 12 (1) – Time/Cost (over 18hrs work)  
  
The Trust has considered your request, however to provide you with the 
information requested would require the manual extraction and manipulation of 
information from various sources, including individual patient records. To carry 
out this work would exceed the appropriate cost limit as set out in Section 12 
(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and is therefore exempt.  
  
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Section 12 (1) and defined in the 
Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) 
Regulations 2004, a public authority is not obliged to comply with a request for 
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information if it estimates that the cost of complying would exceed the 
appropriate limit.  The limit of £450 represents the estimated cost of one person 
spending two and a half days in determining whether the Trust holds the 
information, locating, retrieving and extracting that information.  
  

2. What is the current backlog of patients awaiting spirometry testing? 
Eastern Services: We currently have 54 patients waiting for nurse-led 
spirometry clinic following discharge from the respiratory wards. 
 
Northern Services: We currently have 71 patients waiting for respiratory 
physiologist-led service prior to respiratory consultation. 10 patients awaiting 
general booking. 
 

3. What is the average waiting time from referral to test? 
Please see response to Question 3.1. above 

 
4. Has the Trust implemented any initiatives to address spirometry service 

backlogs? 
Eastern Services: The clinic we currently run has been a Respiratory Nurse 
initiative, it started last year. 

 
Northern Services: Please see response above. 
 

4. Procurement 
1. Who is responsible for commissioning or procuring spirometry services within 

the Trust, e.g., insourcing, outsourcing or subcontracting spirometry services 
Eastern Services: Commissioning is via Clinical Lead consultants and 
Divisional managers. 
 
Northern Services: Please see response above. 
 
Section 40 (2) – Personal Information 
  
The Trust does not release the names of staff below Director level under 
Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Personal Information, 
where disclosure may contravene the Data Protection Act 2018 and therefore 
applies an exemption under Section 40 (2) - Personal Information of the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Section 10 of the Data Protection Act 
2018.  
  
The Executive Director responsible for this service is Professor Adrian Harris, 
our Chief Medical Officer. 
  
The main hospitals contact numbers are 01392 411611 (Eastern services) and 
01271 322577 (Northern services), or via the Trust ‘Contact Us’ link on 
royaldevon.nhs.uk  
  
The disclosure of staff names would breach the first data protection principle 
and fail to meet any of the relevant conditions set out in Schedule 2 of the Data 
Protection Act (DPA) 2018. The first principle in the DPA requires that 
disclosure must be fair and lawful, and, in particular, personal data shall not be 
processed unless at least one of the conditions in Schedule 2 is satisfied. The 
staff concerned would not have expected their names to be disclosed in the 

https://royaldevon.nhs.uk/
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public domain and so disclosure would not be ‘fair’ in the manner contemplated 
by the DPA. Furthermore, disclosure would not satisfy any of the conditions for 
data processing set out in Schedule 2 of the DPA. In particular, we do not 
consider that there is a legitimate interest in disclosure in this case. There is no 
public interest in making information about our staff available in this way 
contrary to what would have been their legitimate expectation at the time the 
information was gathered.  
  
Where contact details are given for Trust staff in this response, notice is hereby 
given, under Section 11 of the Data Protection Act 2018, on behalf of the 
individual or individuals that this personal information may not be used for the 
purposes of direct marketing.  

 
2. Are there any planned tenders or procurement exercises for spirometry 

services in the next 12-24 months? 
Eastern Services: No. 
 
Northern Services: Please see response above. 
 

3. What are the Trust’s criteria for subcontracting spirometry services to 
external providers? 
Eastern Services: There are currently no plans to insource/outsource or have 
locums/subcontractors employed to cover Spirometry services at the Trust. The 
bulk of spirometry tests are performed alongside our consultant or nurse 
specialist clinics in-house so there is no need/intention to contract externally. 
Many of these clinics are now run from the Exeter Community Diagnostic 
Centre via sub-Specialty and Breathlessness pathways 
 
Northern Services: Please see response above. 

 
5. Key Contact Information 

1. The name, role, telephone number, and email address of the individuals 
responsible for spirometry service insourcing, outsourcing, 
subcontracting, or service management within the Trust. 
Eastern Services: Please see response to question 4.1. above. 
 
Northern Services: Please see response above. 
 

If there are any policies or documents relevant to the commissioning or provision of 
spirometry services, I would appreciate copies or links to them. 
 


