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Ophthalmology Services Wet AMD 

Reference Number:  RDF2989-24 
Date of Response: 17/12/24 

 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
 
We are trying to build a regional / system wide picture of medical retina services - 
Wet AMD and other anti VEGf treated condition, covering demand, capacity, and 
delivery. We plan to share our data with the Macular Society in support of their 
research and campaigning. 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following 
information: 
 

1. For the financial years 2022/23, 2023/24 and current YTD, how many referrals 
have you received for wet AMD, diabetic macular oedema and retinal vein 
occlusion (Anti VEGf services) or perhaps referred to as medical retina? 
 

Financial Year Referrals 

2022/23 2,709 

2023/24 2,732 

2024/25 Year YTD 2,050 

 
2. For the financial years 2022/23, 2023/24 and current YTD, how many referrals 

have you rejected as unsuitable or undeliverable by your Trust? 
 

Financial Year Rejected referrals 

2022/23 9 

2023/24 ≤5 

2024/25 Year YTD ≤5 

 
 
Section 40 (2) - Personal Data - Less than five (≤5)  

In accordance with Section 40 (2) where patient numbers are less than or equal 

to 5, the Trust is unable to provide the exact information. In these cases, ≤5 is 
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used to indicate that a figure between 1 and 5 is being suppressed. We consider 

the data is exempt on the following grounds:     

The Trust considers that disclosure of the information risks identifying 

individuals. The reason for this is that the number of patients for which this 

applies is very low. This and the fact that the data requested relates to the 

RDUH Trust only and therefore relates to patients treated in a specific location 

(rather than covering a larger geographical area), increases the risk of 

identification or self-identification.      

The Trust’s view is that the Freedom of Information Exemption – Section 40(2) 

is applicable because disclosure of information which could lead to a patient 

being identified would be a breach of the patient’s rights under the Data 

Protection Act Data Protection Principles set out in Schedule 1 of the GDPR, 

namely Principle 1.    

This follows NHS Digital (formerly HSCIC) analysis guidance (2014) which 

states that small numbers within local authorities, wards, postcode districts, 

CCG’s providers and Trusts may allow identification of patients/staff and should 

not be published. 

3. For the financial years 2022/23, 2023/24 and current YTD, how many referrals 
have you received, triaged, booked and completed first assessment and 
treatment within the 2 week RTT advised by NICE and the college of 
ophthalmologists? We are looking for your Trust performance data against the 
14 day standard as a % by month for the periods - 2023/24 and 2024/25 
 
WAMD only is measured against the 2 week standard. 
 

Financial Year WAMD Referral Count 
WAMD within 2 weeks 

(as per Q3 criteria) 

2022/23 460 89 

2023/24 793 233 

2024/25 Year YTD 642 320 

 

Apr-23 May-23 Jun-23 Jul-23 Aug-23 Sep-23 Oct-23 Nov-23 Dec-23 Jan-24 Feb-24 Mar-24 

1.9% 1.2% 7.0% 8.5% 16.9% 34.8% 52.4% 44.3% 52.1% 47.0% 29.9% 45.1% 

Apr-24 May-24 Jun-24 Jul-24 Aug-24 Sep-24 Oct-24 Nov-24 Dec-24 - mtd   

70.2% 50.0% 43.1% 32.7% 33.9% 49.5% 62.1% 58.6% 25.0%    

 
MTD = Month to date 

 
4. How many patients are currently on a waiting list for an appointment for first 

assessment and or treatment ? How many have breached the 2 week RTT? 
Seven patients are currently on the waiting list who do not have an appointment 
scheduled for a first appointment.   
This includes ≤5 patient(s) who have breached the 2 weeks RTT. (Please see 
Section 40(2) response to question 2). 
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5. How many patients are currently on a waiting list for a follow up appointment 
and treatment? How many of these have waited longer than the requested 
call back date stated as an outcome of their last assessment? (Ie overdue?) 
How many are overdue by more than one month? (We exclude from this any 
patients who have cancelled / DNA'd or are unable to attend an appointment 
that has been offered) 
 

Total unscheduled Patients 

Awaiting a follow up appointment 4,520 

Awaiting a follow up appointment overdue 1,018 

Overdue follow up appointment over 4 weeks (1 month) 566 

 
6. Which drugs are your preferred for a new patient? Which drugs do you still 

use for follow-up patients? 
 

Top 5 for new patients Top 5 for follow-up patients 

Aflibercept Aflibercept 

Sodium hyaluronate Faricimab 

Prednisolone Ranibizumab 

Chloramphenicol Dexamethasone 

Hylo night eye ointment Prednisolone 

 
7. Does your trust follow a see and treat "one stop" clinic format? 

Yes, for new patients. We do this when possible and capacity allows, but in 
general the “two stop” model is used by our Trust. 
 

8. Does your trust follow treat and extend protocols where clinically appropriate? 
Yes, for injections. 
 

9. How many patients have you certificated as sight impaired or severely sight 
impaired in the FYs 2022/23, 2023/24 and year to date due to Wet AMD? 

  

Financial Year Sight impaired  Severely sight impaired 

2022/23 ≤5 ≤5 

2023/24 ≤5 6 

2024/25 Year YTD 0 8 

 
As per CVI information and selecting those with WAMD diagnosis only, (this 
excludes dual diagnosis). 

 


