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VAT & tax advice 

Reference Number:  RDF2864-24 
Date of Response: 14/10/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information 
about Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust: 
  
For the financial year 2021/2022: 
  

Q# Question Your answer 

1 Did you use an external VAT/ tax advisor? (If no, 
please disregard all other questions for this financial 
year) 

Yes 

2 What was the FY spend on VAT/ tax advice (£) * Section 43(2) Commercial 
interests 

3 What was the name of the primary VAT/ tax advice 
supplier? 

EY 

4 Was this advice procured on a contract or an ad hoc 
basis? 

Annual letter of engagement 

  If the answer to Q. 4 is ‘ad hoc’ please go directly 
to Q. 6. If the answer to Q. 4 is ‘contract’, then: 

 

5a What was the contract start date? Annual letter of engagement 

5b What was/ is the contract end date? N/A 

5c Which framework agreement was used for contract 
procurement? 

N/A 

6 What support/advice was included in the contract 
(e.g. VAT, Corporation tax, National Insurance)? 

VAT 

 
* Section 43 (2) - Commercial Interests  

The Trust holds this information.   

This information is commercially sensitive and its release would or would be 

likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust. In applying the 

exemption under Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act the Trust has 

balanced the public interest in withholding the information against the public 

interest in disclosure.   
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The Trust has considered all the relevant factors in the public interest test and 

concluded that the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs the 

public interest in releasing the information requested as a result of the 

prejudices and losses that would potentially affect the Trust and patients. As 

such this information is being withheld under Section 43 (2).   

Releasing the spend on contracts would give potential suppliers an unfair 

advantage over other bidders when bidding for future work. That advantage 

would contravene the principle of fairness required from the Trust in Regulation 

18 of the Public Contracts Regulations 2015. The release of contract values 

would undermine the Trust’s suppliers’ competitiveness in the market and 

breach the Trust’s contracts with suppliers, which typically require contract 

values to be kept confidential. 

 
For the financial year 2022/ 2023: 
  

Q# Question Your answer 

1 Did you use an external VAT/ tax advisor? (If no, 
please disregard all other questions for this financial 
year) 

Yes 

2 What was the FY spend on VAT/ tax advice (£) * Section 43(2) Commercial 
interests 

3 What was the name of the primary VAT/ tax advice 
supplier? 

EY 

4 Was this advice procured on a contract or an ad hoc 
basis? 

Annual letter of engagement 

  If the answer to Q. 4 is ‘ad hoc’ please go directly 
to Q. 6. If the answer to Q. 4 is ‘contract’, then: 

  

5a What was the contract start date? Annual letter of engagement 

5b What was/ is the contract end date? N/A 

5c Which framework agreement was used for contract 
procurement? 

N/A 

6 What support/advice was included in the contract 
(e.g. VAT, Corporation tax, National Insurance)? 

VAT 

 
  
For the financial year 2023/ 2024: 
  

Q# Question Your answer 

1 Did you use an external VAT/ tax advisor? (If no, 
please disregard all other questions for this financial 
year) 

Yes 

2 What was the FY spend on VAT/ tax advice (£) * Section 43(2) Commercial 
interests 
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Q# Question Your answer 

3 What was the name of the primary VAT/ tax advice 
supplier? 

EY 

4 Was this advice procured on a contract or an ad hoc 
basis? 

Annual letter of engagement 

  If the answer to Q. 4 is ‘ad hoc’ please go directly 
to Q. 6. If the answer to Q. 4 is ‘contract’, then: 

  

5a What was the contract start date? Annual letter of engagement 

5b What was/ is the contract end date? N/A 

5c Which framework agreement was used for contract 
procurement? 

N/A 

6 What support/advice was included in the contract 
(e.g. VAT, Corporation tax, National Insurance)? 

VAT 

  
 
Year to date for financial year 2024/2025: 
  

Q# Question Your answer 

1 Are you using an external VAT/ tax advisor? (If no, 
please disregard all other questions for this 
financial year) 

Yes 

2 What is your forecast FY spend on VAT/ tax advice 
(£) 

Section 43(2) Commercial 
interests 

3 What is the name of the primary VAT/ tax advice 
supplier? 

EY 

4 Are these advice service(s) procured on a contract 
or ad hoc basis? 

Annual letter of engagement 

  If the answer to Q. 4 is ‘ad hoc’ please go 
directly to Q. 6. If the answer to Q. 4 is 
‘contract’, then: 

  

5a What was the contract start date? Annual letter of engagement 

5b What was/ is the contract end date? N/A 

5c Is there an option to extend the contract? Annual letter of engagement 

5d If already expired, do you plan to procure a new 
contract? 

N/A 

5e Which framework agreement was used for contract 
procurement? 

N/A 

6 What support/advice is included in the contract?  VAT 

  


