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Insourcing usage 

Reference Number:  RDF3419-25 
Date of Response: 10/06/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
Under the FOI act, please can you confirm the below: 
 

1. Spend on Insourcing from February 2025-end of April 2025, broken down by 
each specialty and sub specialty, and the insourcing company that was used, 
e.g. cardiology £1000- echo cardiogram £1000- company x £1000  
 

Specialties 
Insourcing total 
spend in 2025 
(Feb- April) £  

Company 

Cardiology  See S43(2) below: 
Xyla Elective Care, Ultracardiac 
Limited and Elective Services 
Limited 

Dermatology  See S43(2) below: SAH Diagnostics 

Endoscopy  See S43(2) below: Elective Services Limited 

ENT  - - 

Gastroenterology  - - 

Gynaecology  - - 

Neurology  See S43(2) below: Elective Services Limited 

Neurophysiology  See S43(2) below: Mediservices 

OMFS  - - 

Orthodontics / Dental  - - 

Respiratory  - - 

Rheumatology  - - 

 
Section 43 (2) - Commercial Interests  
 
The Trust holds this information.  
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This information (total spend) is commercially sensitive, and its release would or would 
be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust. In applying the exemption 
under Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act the Trust has balanced the public 
interest in withholding the information against the public interest in disclosure.  
 
Releasing this information would give potential suppliers an unfair advantage over 
other bidders when bidding for future work. That advantage would contravene the 
principle of fairness required from the Trust in Regulation 18 of the Public Contracts 
Regulations 2015. The release of contract values would undermine the Trust’s 
suppliers’ competitiveness in the market and breach the Trust’s contracts with 
suppliers, which typically require contract values to be kept confidential.  
 
Public Interest Test (PIT) - Non- Disclosure:  
 
The Trust cannot reveal the financial totals or number of procedures because would 
give sufficient information in many cases to pinpoint the exact cost and thus provide 
competitors with a benchmark to beat competitive tendering, which would breach PCR 
2015.  
Excluded under Section 43 because releasing the financial totals would give potential 
suppliers an unfair advantage over other bidders when bidding for future work. That 
advantage would contravene the principle of fairness required from the Trust in 
Regulation 18 of the Public Contracts Regulations 2015. The release of contract 
values would undermine the Trust’s suppliers’ competitiveness in the market and 
breach the Trust’s contracts with suppliers, which typically require contract values to 
be kept confidential.  
 
Public Interest Test (PIT) – For Disclosure  
 
The Trust understands the need for openness and accountability for tender processes 
and price, and it recognises the need for value of public money.  
The Trust has considered all the relevant factors in the public interest test and 
concluded that the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs the public 
interest in releasing the information requested as a result of the prejudices and losses 
that would potentially affect the Trust and patients. As such this information is being 
withheld under Section 43 (2). 

 
 

2. The budget for each specialty for insourcing 
 

 Speciality Sub Speciality 
Budget £ 

Feb Mar Apr 

Cardiology    -  - -  

Dermatology   
      

238,269  
      

169,039  
      

151,226  

Endoscopy   
         

46,406  
         

46,406  
         

46,406  

Gynaecology   -  - -  

Neurology   
         

10,861  
         

10,861  
         

10,861  
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 Speciality Sub Speciality 
Budget £ 

Feb Mar Apr 

Neurophysiology   
           

9,933  
         

15,036  
         

13,474  

Surgery General Surgery  
         

90,333  
         

90,333  
         

66,755  

Surgery Ophthalmology  
         

21,542  
         

21,542  
         

21,542  

Surgery 
Orthopaedics 
(Daycase)  

         
84,290  

         
28,221  

         
84,290  

Surgery 
Orthopaedics 
(Inpatient) 

      
183,667  

      
183,667  

      
165,472  

Surgery Orthopaedics  
                  

-    
         

56,069  
                  

-    

Surgery Urology 
         

29,111  
         

29,111  
         

17,356  

 
 

3. What frameworks were used for each specialty and was there direct awards 
and if so, who was they awarded to and what specialty 
 

Specialties  Frameworks utilised Direct awards 

Cardiology  NHS SBS 
Direct 
Award 

Dermatology  None Used 
Direct 
Award 

Endoscopy  Not known 
Direct 
Award 

ENT  - - 

Gastroenterology  - - 

Gynaecology  - - 

Neurology  NHS SBS 
Direct 
Award 

Neurophysiology  Not known 
Direct 
Award 

OMFS  - - 

Orthodontics / Dental  - - 
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Specialties  Frameworks utilised Direct awards 

Respiratory  - - 

Rheumatology  - - 

 
 

4. What was the service, e.g. theatres, outpatient, or diagnostic 
 

Specialties Service Type 

Cardiology  Outpatient 

Dermatology  Outpatient 

Endoscopy  Outpatient 

ENT  - 

Gastroenterology  - 

Gynaecology  - 

Neurology  Outpatient 

Neurophysiology  Diagnostic 

OMFS  - 

Orthodontics / Dental  - 

Respiratory  - 

Rheumatology  - 

 


