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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust's
response(s) below:

| am reaching out to request copies of the North Devon District hospital's floor plans,
documenting the layout from its initial construction to the present day. These
documents are important for my ongoing research into the historical developments
and architectural changes of the facility.

| understand that retrieving such archival material may require some effort, and |
deeply appreciate your help in facilitating this process.

The Trust holds the information requested.

However, the Trust has considered this and believes the floor plans should not be
disclosed under the following exemption.

Section 31 (1) (a) Prevention or detection of crime:

Disclosure of this information would be likely to prejudice the prevention or detection of
crime. It is our view that to provide detailed information about the layout of our hospital
would be contrary to taking appropriate measures to reduce the risk of crime and terrorism.

The release of this information into the public domain would increase the likelihood that
the Trust would be the target of such activity. Therefore S31(1)(a) of the FOIA is engaged
as disclosure of the information requested would be likely to prejudice the prevention or
detection of crime.

The public interest test: Factors in favour of maintaining the exemption:

To maintain the safety and security of our patients, visitors, staff, property, drugs and
equipment, the Trust is not prepared to share detailed plans of where equipment and drugs
are stored, or where staff changing rooms and entrances/exits are located.

Information disclosed through an FOI is information disclosed to the public at large, as
such criminals, terrorists or threat actors could clearly take advantage of this.

There is an extremely strong public interest in supporting public bodies to effectively protect
the public health provisions they hold and to make efficient use of public funds to maintain
and enhance security. In relation to health care organisations this public interest is
magnified as it is the Trust’s responsibility to ensure the safety of those present on its sites,
both patients, visitors and staff.
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Factors in favour of disclosure:

The public would appreciate assurances that vital public services such as hospitals are
able to meet the demands placed upon them. There is also always a favourable public
interest in disclosure arising from requests made under the Freedom of Information Act, in
the spirit of transparency and openness.

Conclusion

In this instance, the Trust considers that the balance of public interest lies in maintaining
this exemption to secure our facilities and prevent potential crime.

Section 16 - Assistance

In a bid to assist under Section 16 of the FOI Act, may we suggest you contact the Planning
Department of North Devon District Council or make a request via their FOI webpage.
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https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/council/data-protection-and-freedom-of-information/make-an-foi-request

