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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust's
response(s) below:

1. The number of hospital admissions over the last five years (including 2024,
where possible) where air pollution has contributed to the admission. For
example, asthma or COPD induced or worsened by air pollution exposure.

Trust Total -
Admissions
with
Diagnosis of
Air pollution
Exposure
Year
2019 350
2020 233
2021 211
2022 270
2023 359
2024 55

2. The number of deaths recorded over the last five years (including 2024, where
possible) where air pollution is related to the cause of death. For example,
when a patient has died as a result of acute or chronic respiratory failure, a
severe asthma attack or COPD which was worsened by air pollution
exposure. Please see Trust response below. Please note: The Trust cannot
identify air pollution as related to cause of death; we can only identify
admissions with a diagnosis of air pollution exposure where patient died in

hospital.
Trust Total -
Deaths with
Diagnosis of
Air pollution
Year Exposure
2019 13
2020 *<5
2021 9
2022 8
2023 9
2024 *<5

*<5 — please exemption on page 2.
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The Royal Devon & Exeter NHS Foundation Trust has carefully considered your It
has however declined to provide the patient number 5 or below and replaced with
*<5 under Section 40, sections 3(a) of the Freedom of Information Act.

The Trust recognises that whilst the information requested does not itself identify the
patient(s), the questions are asking for extremely specific and focused details,

and due to the low number of cases involved, to provide this detail would create a
potential for the patient(s) concerned to be identified.

The Trust believes that the release of such sensitive information meets the definition
of personal data, and disclosing the information would contravene one of the data
protection principles set out in article 5 of the UK GDPR. As such release of the
information would be likely to cause distress to the individuals families concerned.
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