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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust's
response(s) below:

How many incidents of a retained foreign object post-procedure were logged by your
Trust in the past five years?

By ‘retained foreign object post procedure’, | refer to retained guide wires, mouth
props, surgical instruments, needles, vaginal swabs, throat packs, etc.

Please break down this information by:
1. The retained item.

The Trust has declined to provide the specific break down of details (items) per
year under Section 40, sections 3(a) of the Freedom of Information Act.

The Trust recognises that whilst the information requested does not itself identify
the patient(s), the questions are asking for extremely specific and focused details,
and to provide this detail would create a potential for the patient(s) concerned to
be identified. As such release of the information into the public domain would be
likely to cause distress to the individuals and families concerned.

The Trust believes that the release of such sensitive information meets the
definition of personal data, and disclosing the information would contravene one of
the data protection principles set out in article 5 of the UK GDPR.

However, in a bid to assist under Section 16 of the Freedom of information Act,
please see examples for the time period 2019- 2024 below:

e Surgical swab

« Part of Surgical Instrument.

e Surgical Needle

e Suture

2. The financial year, covering April 1st - March 31st (2019/20, 2021/22,
2022/23, 2023/24, 2024/25). For the latter, please provide information from
April 1st to September 30th, 2024.

Financial year Number of
incidents

2019/2020 8
2020/2021 5
2021/2022 6
2022/2023 <5
2023/2024 <5
2024/2025 0
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* <5 refers to the FOI Section 40 (2) Exemption

In accordance with Section 40 (2) where patient numbers are less than 5, the Trust is
unable to provide the exact information. In these cases, <5 is used to indicate that a
figure between 1 and 5 is being suppressed. We consider the data is exempt on the
following grounds:

The Trust considers that disclosure of the information risks identifying individuals. The
reason for this is that the number of patients for which this applies is extremely low.
This and the fact that the data requested relates to the RDUH Trust only and
therefore relates to patients treated in a specific location (rather than covering a
larger geographical area), increases the risk of identification or self-identification.

The Trust’s view is that the Freedom of Information Exemption — Section 40(2) is
applicable because disclosure of information which could lead to a patient being
identified would be a breach of the patient’s rights under the Data Protection Act Data
Protection Principles set out in Schedule 1 of the GDPR, namely Principle 1.

This follows NHS Digital (formerly HSCIC) analysis guidance (2014) which states that

small numbers within local authorities, wards, postcode districts, CCG’s providers and
Trusts may allow identification of patients/staff and should not be published.
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