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Referral of Miscarriages and Traumatic Births  
since 2019 

Reference Number:  RDF3186-25 
Date of Response: 11/03/25 

 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please could you provide the following 
births information regarding the referral process at your NHS Trust: 
 
Number of Referrals 
 
1. The number of referrals for support, counselling, or specialist services made 

following miscarriages or traumatic births for each of the following calendar years: 
 

 Northern Services Eastern Services 

Year Miscarriages Traumatic 
births 

Miscarriages Traumatic 
births 

2019 - - 29 24 

2020 5 2 26 58 

2021 22 18 15 51 

2022 25 15 24 63 

2023 9 7 26 58 

2024 13 11 19 65 

 
Please note: the Northern Service was only developed in 2020, hence no data 
available for 2019. 
 
2. The average wait in days from referral for support, counselling, or specialist 

services made following miscarriages or traumatic births to that support 
beginning for patients for each of the following calendar years: 
 

Year Northern Services - Days Eastern Services - Days 

2019 -  

2020 90  
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Year Northern Services - Days Eastern Services - Days 

2021 60  

2022 180  

2023 300  

2024 330  

 
Please note, Eastern Services do not record or hold waiting time information, so 
we can only provide information for Northern Services. 

 
3. The longest current wait in days from referral for support, counselling, or 

specialist services made following miscarriages or traumatic births to that support 
beginning for patients. 
365 days from referral to being seen for counselling (Northern Services). 
Please note, Eastern Services do not record or hold waiting time information, so 
we can only provide information for Northern Services. 
 

 


