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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust's
response(s) below:

Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust
(Royal Devon) has existed since 15t April 2022 following the integration of the Northern
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services).

1. The number of staff employed at your Trust’s sexual assault referral centre (SARC)
for the years 2010 - 2024.

Northern Devon Healthcare Trust provided the ISVA service and maintained the
building of the SARC until October 2018. All clinicians were employed by private
providers. Until 2018 NDHT employed 6 staff.

In 2018 NDHT started delivering the SARC service across Devon and Cornwall,
including the Paediatric service. During this time the service grew to employ 38 people.
In 2022 RDUH started delivering the SARC service, inclusive of the adult sexual
offence examiners. The service now employs 60 staff.

2. The number of children aged under 18 years old who have been received support
by your Trust’s SARC between the years 2010 - 2024 and, if possible, the number
of these who are identified as having been victims of gang-based CSE.

RDUH have been delivering the paediatric service for Devon and Cornwall since
October 2018 only. Since this time 6331 children have been supported by the SARC
and 754 of those children have been recorded as experiencing CSE.

The detail of whether the CSE is gang related or not is not available without going
through every patient record. We are not able to provide the specific type of
exploitation since this work would take a clinician more than 18 hours to interrogate
the identified referrals. The SARC team would have to manual search through all
referrals to try to identify such data.

This would necessitate a * Section 12 Freedom of Information exemption. Please see
full exemption on page 2.

3. The number of victims of CSE who received mental health support from your trust
between 2018 and 2024.

This information for mental Health support is not available to extract from our records.
Mental health support is provided by CAMHS.
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Since the Children and Young People Therapy service started in June 2019 there have
been a total of 821 young people referred for specialist counselling. This service
covers Devon and Torbay only.

Since records began in April 2021 there has been 81 referrals made into the CSE 1:1
service that needed specialist CSE support.

4. The number of children identified by your Trust as requiring safeguarding
measures as a result of CSE between the years 2010 and 2024.

2020 8
2021 7
2022 7
2023 *<5
2024 *<5

The earliest year of data available is 2020 and this is only for Northern Services. Joint
data for Eastern and Northern services has only been collated since February 2025.

We do not hold patient identifiable information for where there is a suspicion of a child
who is a victim of exploitation.

*Section 40 (2) - Less than five (*<5) Exemption

In accordance with Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), we
are unable to provide figures where the number of complaints is less than five and
could risk the identification of those staff/patient(s) involved and breach both data
protection and Caldicott principles. In these cases, the figure <5 has been applied to
indicate that a figure between 1 and 5 is being suppressed.

This follows NHS Digital (formerly Health and Social Care Information Centre
(HSCIC)) analysis guidance (2014) which states that small numbers within local
authorities, wards, postcode districts, CCG’s providers and Trusts may allow
identification of patients/staff and should not be published.

*Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000

The Trust has considered your request however, to provide you with the information
requested would require the manual extraction and manipulation of information from
various sources. To carry out this work would exceed the appropriate cost limit as set
out in Section 12 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and is therefore exempt.

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Section 12 (1) and defined in the Freedom
of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, a
public authority is not obliged to comply with a request for information if it estimates
that the cost of complying would exceed the appropriate limit. The limit of £450
represents the estimated cost of one person spending two and a half days in
determining whether the Trust holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting
that information.
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