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Stoma contract & procedures 

Reference Number:  RDF2795-24 
Date of Response: 16/09/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
 
I am requesting the following information regarding the stoma contract for Royal Devon 
& Exeter Hospital and North Devon Hospital: 
Please note that in April 2022, both the Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation 
Trust and Northern Devon Healthcare NHS Trust merged to form the Royal Devon 
University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust.  
 

• The expiry date of the current stoma supply contract. 
 
Contract through the Peninsula Purchasing and Supply Alliance of Devon 
(PPSA) expires 31/3/2026. 
 

• The total annual value paid to the supplier under the contract. 
 
The Trust holds this information.   
 
This financial information is commercially sensitive, and its release would or 
would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust and its 
supplier. In applying the exemption under Section 43(2) the Freedom of 
Information Act the Trust has balanced the public interest in withholding the 
information against the public interest in disclosure.   
 
The Trust has considered all the relevant factors in the public interest test and 
concluded that the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs the 
public interest in releasing the information requested because of the prejudices 
and losses that would potentially affect the Trust and  its supplier. As such this 
information is being withheld under Section 43 (2).   

 
Releasing these financial details would give potential suppliers an unfair 
advantage over other bidders when bidding for future work. That advantage 
would contravene the principle of fairness required from the Trust in Regulation 
18 of the Public Contracts Regulations 2015. The release of contract values 
would undermine the Trust’s suppliers’ competitiveness in the market and 
breach the Trust’s contracts with suppliers, which typically require these 
financial details to be kept confidential. 

 
• The annual number of stoma procedures performed (colostomies, ileostomies 

and urostomies created) at the hospital, in the last full financial year (2023/24) 
by month. 
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Please see table overleaf: 
 
Section 40 (2) - Less than five  
In accordance with Section 40 (2) where patient numbers are equal to or less than 
5, the Trust is unable to provide the exact information. In these cases, ≤5 is used 
to indicate that a figure between 1 and 5 is being suppressed. We consider the data 
is exempt on the following grounds:     
    
The Trust considers that disclosure of the information risks identifying individuals. 
The reason for this is that the number of patients for which this applies is very low. 
This and the fact that the data requested relates to the RDUH Trust only and 
therefore relates to patients treated in a specific location (rather than covering a 
larger geographical area), increases the risk of identification or self-identification.      
    
The Trust’s view is that the Freedom of Information Exemption – Section 40(2) is 
applicable because disclosure of information which could lead to a patient being 
identified would be a breach of the patient’s rights under the Data Protection Act 
Data Protection Principles set out in Schedule 1 of the GDPR, namely Principle 1.    
    
This follows NHS Digital (formerly HSCIC) analysis guidance (2014) which states 
that small numbers within local authorities, wards, postcode districts, CCG’s 
providers and Trusts may allow identification of patients/staff and should not be 
published.  
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Stoma Procedures  2023 2024 
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Colostomy Creation 14 8 17 10 15 16 8 21 19 14 13 11 166 

Colostomy Creation (and End, Not Solely 
Stoma) ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 35 

Ileostomy Creation ≤5 7 ≤5 ≤5 17 8 6 11 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 74 

Ileostomy Creation (Not Solely Stoma) ≤5 7 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 ≤5 39 

Urostomy Creation 22 18 18 23 18 11 23 20 16 14 16 9 208 

Grand Total 45 42 42 45 58 43 41 59 43 39 37 28 522 

 
 
 
 
 


