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Ophthalmology 

Reference Number:  RDF2664-24 
Date of Response: 18/07/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Clinicians & Sites  

1. Who is the clinical lead for Ophthalmology? 
The Trust does not release the names or contact details of staff below a Director 
under Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Personal 
Information, where disclosure may contravene the Data Protection Act 2018 
and therefore applies an exemption under Section 40 (2) - Personal Information 
of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Section 10 of the Data Protection 
Act 2018.  
  
The Executive Director responsible for Ophthalmology is Professor Adrian 
Harris, Chief Medical Officer. 
 

2. How many cataract surgeons do you have? 7. 
 

3. How many sites within the Trust currently perform cataracts surgery?  
Northern Service: 1. 
 
Eastern Service: 3. 
 

4. If more than one, please specify. 
Northern Site, Nightingale hospital, Axminster hospital and the main site at the 
RDUH Eastern. 
 

 
Intraocular Lenses  

1. When is your current Intraocular lens contract for Ophthalmology up for 
renewal? 31/07/2027 plus an option to extend by 12 months.  
 

2. Who is your current Intraocular lens provider/providers? Johnson & Johnson. 
 
 

3. Which model of lens is used routinely? Johnson & Johnson 
 

4. How long will future Intraocular lens contracts run for?  This information Is not 
recorded. 
 
 

5. Can you provide the average lens price?  
The Trust holds this information.  
*Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act 
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This information is commercially sensitive, and its release would or would be 
likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust. In applying the 
exemption under Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act the Trust has 
balanced the public interest in withholding the information against the public 
interest in disclosure.  
 
Please see full exemption on page 4. 
 

6. Do you use Toric lenses for NHS patients or for private? Pls Specify which. 
Yes. NHS and Private.  
 

7. Who is your current Toric Lens supplier?  
Johnson & Johnson. 

 
8. Do you have a Toric pathway? No. 

 
9. Do you currently have a managed service in place for Ophthalmology? No. 

 
 

10. Which route to market do you currently use? I.e., Direct, EJEU tender, 
NHSSC/Category Tower, CPC, SBS, HTE or other (please specify)  
All the above routes are considered and could be used but will be determined 
by at the time of need according to Trust requirements for value, service and 
availability of the contract or framework.  
 

Cataract Surgical Equipment  

1. When is your Phaco machinery contract up for renewal?  
The Trust’s Phaco machinery contract expires 06/08/2024.  
Contract 2 expires 31/07/2026 but has an option to extend by 12 months. 
 

2. How many Phaco machines do you currently have at your sites? 19. 
 

3. Are they still fit for purpose? Yes. 
 

4. Who is your current provider of the Phaco machinery? Bausch & Lomb. 
 

5. How long will the future Phaco contract run for?  
This information Is not recorded by the Trust. 
 

6. Which route to market do you currently use? I.e., Direct, EJEU tender, 
NHSSC/Category Tower, CPC, SBS, HTE or other (please specify)  
All the above routes are considered and could be used but will be determined 
by at the time of need according to Trust requirements for value, service and 
availability of the contract or framework.  

 
Cataract Packs  

1. When is your cataract custom packs contract up for renewal? 31/08/24. 
 

2. Who is your current custom packs provider? BVI.  
 

3. How long will your custom packs contract run for? 
 This Information is not held by the Trust. 
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4. How many cataract procedures were done in the financial year 2022-2023?  

4490 cataract procedures between 01/04/2022 and 31/03/2023. 
This number is the count of admissions for a cataract procedure.  
Please note:   The total includes some private patients.  We are unable to 
separate these patients.  
The only data that is held is part of a patient’s medical record held within the 
Electronic Patient Record (EPR).   This data it would not be appropriate to 
release under FOI as it is personal data and would not be lawful or transparent 
to patients to view their records for this purpose.    As such it is exempt under 
Section 40(2) of the FOI Function as it is in breach of Principle 1 of the UK 
GDPR  

  
5. Which route to market do you currently use? I.e., Direct, EJEU tender, 

NHSSC/Category Tower, CPC, SBS, HTE or other (please specify)  
 

All the above routes are considered and could be used but will be determined 
by at the time of need according to Trust requirements for value, service and 
availability of the contract or framework.  

 
OVD – Viscoelastic Solutions 

1. Are you in a contract for OVD Sodium Hyaluronate for cataract surgery? Yes. 
 

2. If so when is that contract due? June 2025. 
 

3. Who is the supplier of OVD Sodium Hyaluronate? AMO. 
 

4. Can you state the specific product line? Healon. 
 

5. Can you provide the price per product and specific inc or ex VAT?  
The Trust applies Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act to this 
question.  Please see full exemption in question 4. 

 
6. Is this procured through Pharmacy? 

 Yes, this was procured through Pharmacy. 
 

7. Are you in a contract for and HPMC for cataract surgery? Yes, and in the 
process of changing. 
 

8. If so when is that contract due? Within the next 3 months. 
 

9. Who is the supplier of OVD HPMC? Baush and Lomb. 
 

10. Can you state the specific product line? The product is called Occucoat. 
 
 

11. Can you provide the price per product and specific inc or ex VAT?  
The Trust holds this information.  
 
*Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act: 
This information is commercially sensitive, and its release would or would be 
likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust. In applying the 
exemption under Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act the Trust has 
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balanced the public interest in withholding the information against the public 
interest in disclosure.  
 
Please see full exemption on page 4. 
 

12. Is this procured through Pharmacy?  Yes, however this is to change. 
 
Procurement  

1. Who is the procurement contact for Ophthalmology?  
2. Can you provide an email address for the above contact?  

The Trust does not release the names or contact details of staff below a Director 
under Section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Personal 
Information, where disclosure may contravene the Data Protection Act 2018 
and therefore applies an exemption under Section 40 (2) - Personal Information 
of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Section 10 of the Data Protection 
Act 2018.  
  
The Executive Director responsible for Procurement is Chief Finance Officer 
Angela Hibbard. 
 

 
 

*Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act: 
 

The Trust has considered all the relevant factors in the public interest test and 
concluded that the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs the 
public interest in releasing the information requested as a result of the 
prejudices and losses that would potentially affect the Trust and patients. As 
such this information is being withheld under Section 43 (2).  
 
Public Interest Test (PIT) - Non- Disclosure: -  
 
For question 5 and 11, the price is excluded under Section 43 because 
releasing the cost would give potential suppliers an unfair advantage over other 
bidders when bidding for future work. That advantage would contravene the 
principle of fairness required from the Trust in Regulation 18 of the Public 
Contracts Regulations 2015. The release of the requested information would 
also undermine the Trust’s suppliers’ competitiveness in the market and breach 
the Trust’s contracts with suppliers, which typically require contract values to 
be kept confidential. 
 
Public Interest Test (PIT) – For Disclosure   
The Trust understand the need for openness and accountability for tender 
processes and price, and it recognises the need for value of money.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


