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Agency spend for Doctors 

Reference Number:  RDF3200-25 
Date of Response: 05/03/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
Please be aware that the Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 
(Royal Devon) has existed since 1st April 2022 following the integration of the Northern 
Devon Healthcare NHS Trust (known as Northern Services) and the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS Foundation Trust (known as Eastern Services). 
 
Please can I request the below information: 
 
In the period 1st November 2024 to 31st January 2025 please provide a breakdown 
of:  

1. Total trust spend with framework agencies for locum doctors  
£1,178,247.80 
 
Please provide a further breakdown for locum doctors by:  

a) Spend per grade  
 

Grade Spend 

Associate Specialist £24,466.43 

Consultant 1,007,010.99 

FY1 £19,494.64 

FY2 £2,831.44 

ST1-2 £57,964.40 

ST3+ £24,894.27 

Staff Grade £41,585.63 

Total £1,178,247.80 

 
b) Spend per specialty  

 

Specialty Total Spend 

Acute Internal Medicine £70,083.00 

Cardiology £1,416.96 

Elderly Care £44,126.38 

Emergency Medicine £11,675.65 

General Internal Medicine £583,943.73 

Haematology £75,722.59 

Histopathology £7,231.67 
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Specialty Total Spend 

Obstetrics & Gynaecology £26,987.18 

Oncology £53,326.37 

Ophthalmology £102,668.90 

Paediatrics £75,014.48 

Pathology £5,007.85 

Trauma & Orthopaedics £2,831.44 

Urology £118,211.60 

Total £1,178,247.80 

 
c) Spend per agency name  

 

  Agency 

Athona Ltd 

Global Medics 

ID Medical 

Medacs Healthcare Plc 

Medilink Consulting 

Medsol Healthcare Services 

National Locums 

NC Healthcare 

Provide Medical 

Pulse Healthcare 

RIG Locums Ltd 

Surgi-call Locums 

Total Assist Recruitment Ltd 

 
Section 43(2) Commercial Interests 

 
Please see Agencies used above. The Trust holds this spend information.  
 
This information is commercially sensitive, and its release would or would be 
likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust. In applying the 
exemption under Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act the Trust has 
balanced the public interest in withholding the information against the public 
interest in disclosure.  
 
The Trust has considered all the relevant factors in the public interest test and 
concluded that the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs 
the public interest in releasing the information requested as a result of the 
prejudices and losses that would potentially affect the Trust and patients. As 
such this information is being withheld under Section 43.  

  

Public Interest Test (PIT) – For Non-Disclosure    
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Excluded under Section 43 because releasing the spend per agency would 
give potential suppliers an unfair advantage over other bidders when bidding 
for future work.  That advantage would contravene the principle of fairness 
required from the Trust in Regulation 18 of the Public Contracts Regulations 
2015.  The release of contract values would undermine the Trust’s suppliers’ 
competitiveness in the market and breach the Trust’s contracts with suppliers, 
which typically require contract values to be kept confidential.   
   

Public Interest Test (PIT) – For Disclosure 
 
The Trust understand the need for openness and accountability for tender 
processes and price, and it recognises the need for value of money.   

 
In the period 1st November 2024 to 31st January 2025 please provide a breakdown 
of:  

2. Total trust spend with off-framework agencies for locums doctors  
£69,762.89 
 
Please provide a further breakdown for locum doctors by:  

a) Spend per grade 
 

Grade Spend 

Consultant £69,762.89 

Total £69,762.89 

 
b) Spend per specialty  

 

Specialty Spend 

Anaesthetics £9,162.89 

Endocrine & Diabetes £60,600.00 

Total £69,762.89 

 
c) Spend per agency name  

 

Agency 

Locum X 

Med Care Assist (formerly NHS Assist Ltd) 

 
Please see Section 43 (2) response to 1. c) above. 
 

In the period 1st November 2024 to 31st January 2025 please provide a breakdown 
of:  

3. Total trust spend with the internal trust bank or associated external 
provider for locum doctors  
£964,370 
 
Please provide a further breakdown for locum doctors by:  

a) Spend per grade  
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Grade Spend 

Consultant £395,498 

Staff Grade £196,289 

Trainee Grade £372,583 

Total £964,370 

 
b) Spend per specialty  

We do not hold this information. Not available from our Trust 
systems. 
 

c) Spend per internal or associated external provider  
Internal £964,370 
 

4. Please confirm your allocated budget for agency locum doctors for the 
period 1st November 2024 to 31st January 2025 
No budget is set for agency spend. 
 

5. Please confirm the name of the framework used for the supply of locum 
doctors in your trust. 
HealthTrust Europe: Total Workforce Solutions III, Lot 3a: Medical Locums 
and General Practitioners. 
 


