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Botox treatments 

Reference Number:  RDF2824-24 
Date of Response: 25/10/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
 
This is an information request relating to Botox treatments administered by the NHS  
  
Please include the following information for 2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24: 

 
1. Total expenditure by the NHS on Botox treatments (Botulinum toxin injections) 

for all purposes, including cosmetic and medical treatments, for each financial year. 
  
2. Total number of people that received botox treatments for each financial year 

FY Patients* 

2020/21 102 

2021/22 187 

2022/23 499 

2023/24 641 

 
Please note the following:  
 
Medical treatments 
Botulinum toxin treatment is a high cost drug funded by the ICB. 
Normally pharmacy are expected to issue supply at patient level to ensure 
accurate reimbursement. 

 
Botulinim toxin however is an exception due to certain clinics sharing vials and 
therefore we are unable to issue a whole vial to an individual patient. This means 
we often send botulinum toxin as ‘stock’ to a ward. 
 
To that end, pharmacy does not have accurate information as to every patient 
treated.   Pharmacy have not routinely captured indication for treatment, 
however from April next year that will become mandatory. 

 
Cosmetic 
Under Section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act, The Trust directs you to the 
following Published FOI for response to Treatments for cosmetic reasons: 
 
https://www.royaldevon.nhs.uk/media/dnrl2bhx/foi-rdf2269-non-surgical-procedures-
treatment-for-botulinum-toxins-injections-or-dermer-fillers-generally.pdf 
  
  

3. A breakdown of the spending on Botox treatments by medical necessity (e.g., 
for conditions such as chronic migraines, muscle spasms, excessive sweating, 
etc.) versus cosmetic purposes (if any such spending is applicable). 

https://www.royaldevon.nhs.uk/media/dnrl2bhx/foi-rdf2269-non-surgical-procedures-treatment-for-botulinum-toxins-injections-or-dermer-fillers-generally.pdf
https://www.royaldevon.nhs.uk/media/dnrl2bhx/foi-rdf2269-non-surgical-procedures-treatment-for-botulinum-toxins-injections-or-dermer-fillers-generally.pdf


  

Page 2 of 2 

Please see response to question 1.  We are unable to respond to this question as 
the data is not accurately recorded in an easily reportable format. 

 
4. In this breakdown include where on the body the treatment was administered. 

We are unable to respond to this question. Pharmacy does not capture which 
part of the body botulinum toxin was administered. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


