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Absorbent continence products 

Reference Number:  RDF2535-24 
Date of Response: 03/06/24 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 
 
For context, the information requested relates to the NHS Bladder and Bowel or 
Continence Services, which provide absorbent continence pads to adult community 
patients. The individual trust data is requested. 

 
1) In your Trust is there a “cap/limit” on the number of absorbent continence 

pads provided per patient in each 24-hour period, if so, what is the number? 
No 
  

2) How much has your Trust actually spent on absorbent continence products 
during each of the last 5 financial years, and what is the annual budget for 
absorbent continence products during each of those years? Please give a 
figure for each year 2018/19, 2019/20, 2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23.  
 
The NHS Supply Chain data available to The Trust is four years plus year to 
date.   This is provided below.  
 The Trust does not have a budget for commodities but rather budgets for 
specific Departments and Care Groups. 

 

  Total 

2023-2024 181611.5 

2022-2023 166397.6 

2021-2022 156360.5 

2020-2021 129825.5 

 
  

3) What is the total annual number of patients in receipt of absorbent continence 
products in your trust? Please give a figure for each year 2018/19, 2019/20, 
2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23.  
The following is a cumulative total of monthly repeat orders for the Bladder 
and Bowl service only.  Therefore, the better indication of annual patients in 
receipt of products is as follows: 

 

Adults 
YEAR 

Active Patients 

2018 8255 

2019 7369 

2020 7240 

 2021 7341 

2022 7208 

2023 7343 
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Children 
YEAR 

Active Patients 

2018 339 

2019 346 

2020 355 

2021 352 

2022 345 

2023 352 


