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Title 

 Intravenous fluid bags 

Reference Number:  RDF3305 -25 
Date of Response: 16/04/25 

 
Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s 
response(s) below: 

I am writing to ask for some information under a freedom of information request. 

Specifically, please could you provide me with the following information: 

1. Over the last 5 years how many IV fluid bags have been bought/used by your trust 
(can you please give in X bags/year)? 

To try to respond with data pre moving to the Trust’s Epic system would exceed the 
18-hour threshold to retrieve and would be subject to the FOI Exemption *Section 
12.  Please see full exemption on page two. 

In a bid to assist under Section 16 of the Freedom of Information Act, we have 
provided 3 years data. Please see attached CSV. 

 We have included all bags stocked in our IV store pharmacy location. Totals can be 
found within the attached CSV table. 

2. For the amounts in answer 1, can you advise what different types were used i.e. 
what was the saline concentration, different size bags, any bags containing pre-
mixed medication other than saline etc? 

Types and quantities are listed in the attached CSV. 

3. What brands/makes of IV bags do you purchase? Are they bought directly from 
the manufacturer or via a distributor? 

These change over time.   We are part of the NHS buying group Medicines 
Procurement and Supply Chain Team and work to the framework they produce. We 
buy directly from the framework provider. Currently Baxter is supplying most IV 
saline infusions.   

4. Is there a contract in place for purchasing IV Fluids, and if so when does the 
current contract expire? 

We use the Medicines Procurement and Supply Chain Team purchasing framework. 
Each line has a different has a contract finish date. Most of these are currently listed 
as 30/05/2025. 
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5. What is the average unit price for normal saline solution? Has this price changed 
in the last 5 years? 

The Trust holds this information.  This information is commercially sensitive, and its 
release would or would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust.  

 As such the Trust applies Section 43 (2) - Commercial Interests FOI Exemption to 
this question. 

 In applying the exemption under Section 43(2) the Freedom of Information Act the 
Trust has balanced the public interest in withholding the information against the 
public interest in disclosure.   

 Public Interest Test (PIT) - Non- Disclosure:   

The Trust cannot reveal the unit price for normal saline because the information given 
in question 1 combined with disclosing  unit cost would give sufficient information in 
many cases to pinpoint the exact costs.  This would give potential suppliers an unfair 
advantage over other bidders when bidding for future work.  That advantage would 
contravene the principle of fairness required from the Trust in Regulation 18 of the 
Public Contracts Regulations 2015.  The release of such information would undermine 
the Trust’s suppliers’ competitiveness in the market. 

Public Interest Test (PIT) – For Disclosure   

The Trust understands the need for openness and accountability for tender 
processes and price, and it recognises the need for value of public money.  

The Trust has considered all the relevant factors in the public interest test and 
concluded that the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs the 
public interest in releasing the information requested as a result of the prejudices 
and losses that would potentially affect the Trust and patients. As such this 
information is being withheld under Section 43 (2).  

 

Question 1 *Section 12 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 

The Trust has considered your request, however, to provide you with the full 
information requested would require the manual extraction and manipulation of 
information from various sources. To carry out this work would exceed the appropriate 
cost limit as set out in Section 12 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and is 
therefore exempt.  

 Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Section 12 (1) and defined in the Freedom 
of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, a 
public authority is not obliged to comply with a request for information if it estimates 
that the cost of complying would exceed the appropriate limit.  The limit of £450 
represents the estimated cost of one person spending two and a half days in 
determining whether the Trust holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting 
that information.  

  


